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The Ancestry of Frank T. Craven  
and Nancy Manship Craven  

From Craven, Brook, Kitching, Gough,  
Manship, Kirkham, Durden, Murray, Diven, Linn, 

Junkin, Gettys, and Ramsey Surname Lines  
 

The Murrays 
 

This is only one chapter of the authorôs family history. Please see also 
http://www.melissacravenfowler.com (choose Melissaôs Ancestry tab) where you can link 
into chapters about other lines in this family, access descendant outlines and genealogy 
reports, as well as the Forward, which explains the premises and format of all of these 

ñchaptersò.    --- Melissa Craven Fowler 

 
 

 
 

Hand-drawn tree of the Murray side of the family, as understood in 1977, long before this research was 
begun.  (calligraphy by Melissa Craven, 1977) 

Murray Name Meaning  

Scottish: regional name from Moray in northeastern Scotland, which is probably named with Old Celtic 
elements meaning óseaô + ósettlementô. 1 

                                                 
1 http://www.oneworldtree.com/facts/Murray-family-history.ashx 
 

http://www.melissacravenfowler.com/
http://www.oneworldtree.com/facts/Murray-family-history.ashx
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--- 

The Murrays trace their heritage back to the twelfth century and take their name from the great province 
of Moray, once a local kingdom. It was during this time that the Flemish lords crossed the North Sea and 
established themselves in the Scottish realm. Among them was Freskin, son of Ollec. Either Freskin or 
his son William intermarried with the ancient royal house of Moray. The senior line of the Murrays took 
the surname of Sutherland and became Earls of Sutherland by 1235. 2 

 
 

¶ Samuel Murray (b. Nov 18, 1804 in PA - d. 1877 Landisburg, PA) married 
Arabella Morrow (b. 1811 in PA ï d. 1888 Huntington, PA) in May 1829.  
 
Since the genealogy chart (above) was drawn in 1977 based on my motherôs recollection 
of the family, we have learned that the unnamed ñMurrayò at the top of the diagram was 
Samuel Murray (b. 1804 in PA; d. 1877 Landisburg, PA). His wife was Arabella Morrow (b. 
1811 in PA ï d. 1888 Huntington, PA). It has been challenging to piece together these two 
peoplesô heritages, however.  
 
Samuel first appeared in Perry County tax records as a ñsingle freemanò in 1826, 1827, 
and 1828 in Juniata Township. ñFreemanò was a designation given to a single man after 
he turned 21 but before he married and became head of household. Samuel had turned 
21 in November of 1825, so this is consistent with his birth date. 
 

We have suspected that Samuel was living in Juniata Twp. in the household of John 
Owen Murray 3 until 1828, but we have not been able to substantiate that he was ever 
definitely living in that Murray household. Firstly, we looked through the indices to 
Orphansô Court, Cumberland County 4 for 1809-1817 to see if there was a guardianship 
appointed for Samuel Murray and did not find one.  Secondly, on tax records, freemen 
were not listed WITH the families with whom they lived, but rather at the end of the list of 
other taxpayers. So while we might assume that Samuel Murray was living in the John 

                                                 
2 http://murraysonline.tripod.com/id20.html 
 
3 John Owen Murray (between 1761-65 Dublin, Ireland ï 1832 Perry, PA) owned 41 acres in Juniata 
Township, Cumberland/Perry, PA, and was married to a much younger Barbara Flurie (1785 Perry, PA ï 
1877 Perry, PA), daughter of Henry Flurie and Rosanna Reiter. Some records referred to this Murray as 
John and some as Owen. In court documents about a rape perpetrated against Barbara, he was referred to 
as John in some of the documents and as Owen in others. Additionally, in Orphansô Court, his son named 
him as ñJ. Owen Murrayò, so we feel fairly confident that the records for John and the records for Owen are 
those for the same man.  
 
John and Barbara were said to have one son, Patrick Murray (1815 Perry, PA ï 1888 Hart, Kentucky), but 
an 1820 census record tells us they may have had a daughter born between 1810 and 1820, who did not 
appear on the 1830 record; and the 1830 census record tells us they may have had another son, born 
between 1821 and 1825. As Patrick was the only one represented at an Orphansô Court hearing after John 
Owenôs death, we suspect the other two children died young, or at least before John did in 1832, they were 
not actually their children, or that the census records were incorrect. Also, neither child was listed in the 
records for the Flurie Cemetery, where John Owen and Barbara were both later interred, so we are not sure 
of their fates, assuming the census records were accurate to begin with and they existed at all. 
 
4 Perry Co. was erected from Cumberland Co. in 1820. 
 

http://murraysonline.tripod.com/id20.html
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Owen Murray household because of the same surname (and this was often the case with 
freemen), we have no concrete proof of that. Thirdly, Samuel was not a son in that family. 
Census records tell us that John Owen Murray and his wife had no children in 1810. Since 
Samuel was born in 1804, he would have been in the 1810 family enumeration if John 
Owen were his father and if he were living with the couple. In fact, Samuel never occurred 
in the familyôs census records at all. 
 
It is, however, still possible that Samuel was living in the household of John Owen 
Murry/Murray and/or that he was related to John Owen ï a son by an earlier marriage for 
instance or a nephew.  But if he was, we have not found a paper-trail trace of him. Read 
oné.. 
 

Barking up the wrong family tree? 
Before we knew of the possibility of Samuel being related to John Owen Murray, we 
looked further back in time to see if there had been Murrays in the area, earlier than 1800. 
There were several Murrays who came into central Pennsylvania in the colonial period: 
James Murray was in what-is-now Perry County in 1750, even before treaties allowed 
whites into the area. And William Murray, an Indian trader, came to the colonies and 
Swatara, PA in late 1745. William was thought to be directly connected to the Tullibardine 
Clan Murray in Scotland.  
 
There were also records found of a Robert, his son Alexander, and a John Murray taking 
out warrants in (what would become) Perry Co., in the 1750ôs-1770ôs. 5  One old history 
noted that three Murrays (Alexander, Robert and another unnamed, perhaps John) came 
from Chester Co. in 1765 or 1767 and ñstarted that fairly large familyò in Cumberland Co., 
particularly in Liverpool and Buffalo townships. Documentation of other Murrays was 
examined 6 but no obvious tie to ñourò Samuel was found. 
 
Leaning hard on family lore about the Murrayôs clan roots and naivet® (and/or 
carelessness), we stated the hypothesis a number of years ago (and published on-line) 
that Samuel was descended somehow from James Murray of what-would-become Perry 
County. We were contacted by a direct descendant of Jamesô who informed us that DNA 

                                                 
5 History Of That Part Of The Susquehanna And Juniata Valleys, Embraced In The Counties of Mifflin, 
Juniata, Perry, Union and Snyder, In the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, In Two Volumes, Vol 
II.  Philadelphia: Everts, Peck & Richards, 1886. Pages 987 and 989. 
https://archive.org/details/historyofthatpar02elli  
 
6 Murrays also showed up on early Perry tax lists in the Pennsylvania Archives: William, Alexander, Isabella, 
John, Richard, and Robert Murray. And as early residents in the Perry Historiansô compilation ñEarly Perry 
County Peopleò: Alexander, George, Isabella, James, John, Michael, Richard, Robert, Samuel, Thomas, 
and William. Many of these can be connected to Robertôs line, but not all. No descendent of Robertôs has 
contributed DNA to the Family Tree Murray project that we know of. 
Probably the same Murray who was listed above: William Murray of Philadelphia warranted 200 acres in 
Shermanôs Valley in 1765 (Pennsylvania, Land Warrants and Applications, 1733-1952 via Ancestry.com) 
A number of other Murrays have left trails: another Alexander of Toboyne Twp who had only daughters 
apparently; one Thomas who censused in Tyrone Twp in 1793; one Thomas in Mifflin Twp in 1794, and who 
censused there in 1810 with a son under 10. We have not been able to determine who these Murrays were 
and how many of them were connected to the Swatara/Chillisquaque family. 
 

https://archive.org/details/historyofthatpar02elli
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2350
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testing had shown that the Swatara Murrays (Williamôs family) and Jamesô family (whose 
sons settled in the Chillisquaque Creek area, near Milton PA) were genetically closely 
related; they were also closely related to the Murrays of New York City, the ñMurray Hillò 
Murrays. The good news was that the families and descendants of these three groups 
were well documented. The bad news, Jamesô descendent wrote, was that our ancestor 
Samuel was not found among those families: 
 
ñé..both the Swatara and Chilisquaque Murray family lines are accounted for and your Samuel does 
NOT turn up.ò 

 

Jamesô ancestor also told us that there may have been a genetic relationship between 
James and the Robert/Alexander line of Perry Co., but that it is not known exactly what it 
was. (James and Robert held adjacent land and there were legal relationships.) Jamesô 
descendent wrote: 
 
ñé.[Samuel] may be descended from either Robert or Alexander, but not our group. But this is not to 
say that these Murray groups are not related. There still may be a family connection that we donôt know 
about. 

 
Further, Jamesô descendent wrote: 

 
 ñThe Murray Family DNA Project at FAMILY TREE DNA 7 has extensive documentation on all known 
Murray family lines. My Murray lines can trace their origins back to the Tullibardine area 8 of Scotland; 
but we have the DNA to back this claimé. I would sincerely urge you to get a Murray representative of 
your family group to take a DNA test. Unless some undiscovered documentation is located, you will 
probably never find out. And speculation connecting your family Murray group to mine is mostly 

unsupported. DNA is your answer here.ò  
 

What did DNA reveal about Samuelôs ancestry?  
Two of our Murray cousins, known descendants of Samuelôs (Keith and Robert), 
submitted their DNA to FamilyTreeDNA for analysis, and not only did our Murray Y-
haplotype NOT match the haplotypes of the James/William Swatara/Chillisquaque/Murray 
Hill/Tullibardine group, it did NOT match ANY of Morrows or Murrays who have done DNA 
work with that company, the majority of whom tested as haplotype R-M269. Our Murray 
lineôs genetic fingerprint, haplotype G-L497, is far far away, genetically-speaking. 
 
The DNA results at FamilyTreeDNA DID, however, provide our 2 Murray cousins with very 
close Y-DNA matches with two other men, men whose last names are NOT Murray, but 
Schwartz and Black! The geneticist of the Haplogroup G-L497 group at FamilyTreeDNA 
wrote that: 

 

                                                 
7 http://www.familytreedna.com/public/murray/  
 
8 The Tullibardine references above are intriguing, mostly because we remember our mother saying the 
bright tartan of ñherò Murray clan was not to her liking ï this would have been the bright Tullibardine tartan, 
not the more sedate Athol tartan. Circumstantial evidence indeed! For more on Murray history, see these 
references.  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clan_Murray; http://www.clanmurray.org/history.html 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duke_of_Atholl; http://murraysonline.tripod.com/id20.html 
 

http://www.familytreedna.com/public/murray/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clan_Murray
http://www.clanmurray.org/history.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duke_of_Atholl
http://murraysonline.tripod.com/id20.html
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é without any additional testing, we can infer that all four men are very likely in the same SNP group 
(M147) and have a common ancestor in the last two centuries, or even more recently. As you say, Keith 
and Robert [Murray] are third cousins, which is consistent with theé.result.   

 
So far, we have not been able to contact one of the men whose DNA matched our Murray 
cousins, David Michael Black. When tested, David listed only that he believed his Black 
family had come from Scotland, no detail. However, cousin Robert Murray had been able 
to contact David circa 2010, and got mixed information about Davidôs heritage: Davidôs 
father and grandmother told him that his 2nd great-grandfather had come from Scotland to 
Virginia, but his aunt had told him that his male ancestor had moved from Scotland to 
Germany and then to the eastern US, probably Pennsylvania. 
 
The other match, John Schwartz, can trace his male lineage back to Benjamin Schwartz 
(1772 ï 1840) and his wife Charlotte (1768 ï 1838) of Cumberland County, PA. John is 
not certain where his 5th great-grandfather Benjamin was born, but he and Charlotte 
began their family in the 1790ôs somewhere in PA, died in the area of New Kingstown, PA 
in 1840 and 1838, and were buried at the Longsdorf (Lutheran) Cemetery there with many 
ethnic German settlersô families, along with many following Schwartz generations who 
grew up on the family acreage between New Kingstown and Mechanicsburg. 9 
 
It is certainly possible that somewhere in Samuelôs genetic lineage was a foster or step-
child, an adopted child, or the biological son of a man other than the father of the 
household ï in other words, that Samuel Murray himself started life as a Black or 
Schwartz. Because of the close Y-DNA matches between our Murray cousins and men 
named Schwartz and Black, we examined Juniata Township census records for families 
named Schwartz and Black, who lived close by John Owen and Barbara Murray 10. There 

                                                 
9 An early Schwartz in the New Kingstown area was Christopher, who was cited in an early biography as a 
German who settled ñnear Carlisleò in 1760. John wonders if Christopher was Benjaminôs father, but there is 
no proof of it. 
 
10 In both 1800 and 1810, there were two Black families in that township. In 1820, there were 3 or 4 Black 
families in Juniata, and one in nearby Tyrone Twp.  
John Black (after 1746 York Co, PA ï July 1820 Perry, PA) and wife Mary Robinson Murray (1747 Fort 
Robinson, Raccoon Valley, Cumberland, PA ï 1837 Perry Co, PA) were in both the 1800 and 1810 census 
records. They warranted acreage on Raccoon Creek (ñRaccoon Valley. The valley lying between the 
Tuscarora Mountain and Raccoon Ridge in Tuscarora Township. Sometimes termed the Tuscarora Valley. It 
is watered by Raccoon Creek, eleven miles in length.ò), in what-is-now Tuscarora Twp. Perry Co, PA in 
1763. After John died in July 1820, Mary was listed as head of household in the August 1820 census. In the 
census of 1800, John and Mary enumerated 12 children, and in 1820, Mary still had many of them at home, 
including young sons (or grandsons). 
Also in the 1800 census, was the (likely) brother of John: James Black (1740 Cumberland Co, PA ï 1809 
Juniata, Cumberland, PA) also warranted acreage near his brother in Raccoon Valley. When James wrote 
his will in late 1808, he named 10 children, among them three under-age sons: James, Jonathan, and 
George. In that document, he instructed his two eldest sons to care for their youngest brothers, educate 
them, and ñbind my said three sons to trades such as they may best likeò. (Cumberland County 
(Pennsylvania). Register of Wills; Probate Place: Cumberland, Pennsylvania; Wills, Vol G-H, 1803-1817) 
John and James Black may have been (OPD) the sons of a man known as John Frederick Swartz Black 
(1723 Letterkenny, Donegal, Ireland ï 1790 Sunbury, Northumberland, PA or Raccoon Valley, Tyrone, 
Perry, PA). It is possible that this was the John Black who warranted land along Buffalo Creek. (ñBuffalo 
Creeké rises in Liberty Valley, Madison Township and drains the northern section of western Perry, 
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was a large family named Black in Raccoon Valley, very nearby John Owenôs acreage, 
but we were able to locate a male descendant of that family, and his haplotype is 
R1b1b2a1a2f2, a subclade within R-L21, which is far far away from that of our Murray 
DNA donors at Haplotype G-L497.  

 
How about John Owen Murray? 

If we believe the family ñloreò about John Owen Murray, that he left Ireland for America, 
then perhaps other brothers/cousins came to America as well, and John Owen took in one 
of his PA-born nephews, Samuel? Or perhaps Samuel was John Owenôs son from an 
early Pennsylvania first marriage, born elsewhere in PA? Perhaps Samuel came to Perry 
as an adult to live NEAR John Owen?  
 
Well, we also located a descendent of John Owen Murrayôs and requested his Y-DNA be 
tested. Guess what? No relation. John Owen Murrayôs Y-DNA haplotype was R-M269!  
 
We are not done with John Owen quite yet, until we determine whether Samuel inherited 
or bought John Owenôs land after he died. When the Perry County township of Oliver was 
erected in 1836-37, the description of its boundaries included the ñhome of Samuel 
Murrayò in Juniata Twp 11.  John Owen had died in 1832, and his widow had remarried in 
1834. We suggest that, whatever the relationship, Samuel may have inherited or 
purchased -- and still owned at the time of Oliver Co.ôs creation -- the land which had been 
John Owen Murrayôs. Additionally, John Owenôs son, Patrick, named his third son Samuel. 
So this research is still in progress. 
 

Back to the DNA drawing board 
The fact that Samuelôs descendantsô DNA does not match that of ANY of the other 
Murrays or Morrows tested, nor that of John Owen Murray, makes us wonder if Samuel  
was indeed a Murray at ALL, or if he started life (or his father did) as a Black or Schwartz. 
After so many leads, we find ourselves back at the same brick wall !! 
 

                                                 
emptying into the Juniata above Newport.ò) In places, the two creeks are not more than two or three miles 
apart. Or it may be the 300 + 100 acres were all warranted by the same John Black. 
In 1825, a Jas. Black witnessed a land sale between John Owen Murray and a member of this wifeôs family, 
a Flurie. So families named Black certainly lived close by. 
 
No Schwartz or Swartz family was found in the census records of Juniata Twp., or anywhere in what would 
become Perry County, in 1800. But in 1810, a John Swartz was living in Tyrone (Perry) Township. And in 
1820, (likely the same) John Swartz had moved into Juniata Twp., while two Martin Swartz families (one 
farmer and one miller) were living in Tyrone, and Adam Swartz in Rye Twp.  
We have not been able to learn anything more about this Swartz family.  
 
11 History of Perry County, Pennsylvania, Including Descriptions of Indian and Pioneer Life from the Time of 
Earliest Settlement, Sketches of Its Noted Men and Women and Many Professional Men, H. H. Hain; 
Harrisburg, PA, 1922. Page 1037-38. https://books.google.com/books?id=bodVRd-
ryuMC&printsec=frontcover&dq=History+of+Perry+County,+Pennsylvania:+Including+Descriptions+of+India
ns+and&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjGmszF9M7JAhWB1x4KHR-
zCm4Q6AEIKzAA#v=onepage&q=History%20of%20Perry%20County%2C%20Pennsylvania%3A%20Includ
ing%20Descriptions%20of%20Indians%20and&f=false    
 

https://books.google.com/books?id=bodVRd-ryuMC&printsec=frontcover&dq=History+of+Perry+County,+Pennsylvania:+Including+Descriptions+of+Indians+and&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjGmszF9M7JAhWB1x4KHR-zCm4Q6AEIKzAA#v=onepage&q=History%20of%20Perry%20County%2C%20Pennsylvania%3A%20Including%20Descriptions%20of%20Indians%20and&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=bodVRd-ryuMC&printsec=frontcover&dq=History+of+Perry+County,+Pennsylvania:+Including+Descriptions+of+Indians+and&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjGmszF9M7JAhWB1x4KHR-zCm4Q6AEIKzAA#v=onepage&q=History%20of%20Perry%20County%2C%20Pennsylvania%3A%20Including%20Descriptions%20of%20Indians%20and&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=bodVRd-ryuMC&printsec=frontcover&dq=History+of+Perry+County,+Pennsylvania:+Including+Descriptions+of+Indians+and&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjGmszF9M7JAhWB1x4KHR-zCm4Q6AEIKzAA#v=onepage&q=History%20of%20Perry%20County%2C%20Pennsylvania%3A%20Including%20Descriptions%20of%20Indians%20and&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=bodVRd-ryuMC&printsec=frontcover&dq=History+of+Perry+County,+Pennsylvania:+Including+Descriptions+of+Indians+and&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjGmszF9M7JAhWB1x4KHR-zCm4Q6AEIKzAA#v=onepage&q=History%20of%20Perry%20County%2C%20Pennsylvania%3A%20Including%20Descriptions%20of%20Indians%20and&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=bodVRd-ryuMC&printsec=frontcover&dq=History+of+Perry+County,+Pennsylvania:+Including+Descriptions+of+Indians+and&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjGmszF9M7JAhWB1x4KHR-zCm4Q6AEIKzAA#v=onepage&q=History%20of%20Perry%20County%2C%20Pennsylvania%3A%20Including%20Descriptions%20of%20Indians%20and&f=false
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Solid information on Samuel Murray 
So we KNOW that Samuel first appeared in Perry County tax records as a ñsingle 
freemanò in 1826 in Juniata Township, Perry Co, PA, after he had turned 21. And we 
KNOW Samuel moved to Landisburg in 1827, from Bloomfield 12, Juniata Township, Perry 
Co, where he had been a taxpayer and shoemaker in 1826 (Assessment $50) 13. He set 
up his business in Landisburg and advertised in the newspaper. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ad for Samuel Murrayôs business in 
Landisburg.  

Perry Forester, May 10th, 1827, page 3. 

 

 
And two years later, he married Arabella Morrow (1811 PA ï 1888 Huntington, PA). 
Arabellaôs parents were likely to have been (OPD) Robert Morrow (1786 Path Valley, 
Huntington, PA -1866 Landisburg, Perry, PA) and Mary ?? (1787-1854 Landisburg, PA), 
both buried in Landisburg Cemetery.   

                                                 
12  The announcement of his marriage two years later refers to him as being ñof Bloomfieldò.  
 
The official name of the borough is Bloomfield. However the United States Postal Service, presumably to 
avoid confusion with the neighborhood of Pittsburgh which is also named Bloomfield, refers to the area as 
"New Bloomfield." https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Bloomfield,_Pennsylvania  
 
13 Early Perry County People (prior to 1830). Compilation at Lenig Library. Perry Historians. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Bloomfield,_Pennsylvania
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In Landisburg Cemetery, 
graves of Robert Morrow, 
right (1786 Path Valley, 
Huntington, PA -1866 
Landisburg, Perry, PA) 
and Mary ?? Morrow, 

center (1787-1854 
Landisburg, PA), with 
Robertôs second wife 

Eliza Juno Morrow, left 
(1814 ï 1866 Landisburg, 

PA).  
 

(photo by author 2011) 

 
 
 
OPD show Robert Morrow to be one of the 13 children born to Thomas Morrow (1740 
Newcastle, Dublin, Ireland ï 1824 Waterloo, Huntington, PA) and Mary Lauthers (1750 
Lancaster, PA ï 1827 Valley Twp, Armstrong, PA). This is ALL we have been able to 
learn about Arabellaôs roots. 
 
 

 
 

Perry Forester, May 7th, 1829, page 3. 
 
 

We found Samuel Murray and family in the federal 1830 census of Landisburg where he 
was checked under the correct category of 23-30 years old. Also his and Arabellaôs first 
daughter, Mary Jane (unless there had been another child who died), was found in the 
ñunder 5 yearsò category. There was also a male between 15 and 20 listed. This might 
have been a hired hand or perhaps a brother of Arabellaôs (she had a brother, Thomas, of 
the right age to be this person). 
 



Page 9 -- 3/15/2019 

 

 
 

1830 Federal census page of Landisburg, Perry, PA (cropped) 
 

 
Samuel and Arabella were responsible for bringing 11 children into the world between 
1830 and 1850. At least two of them died in childhood; itôs always likely that they had 
more who died at birth.  
 

o Mary Jane (about 1830 ï after 1892). Married Joseph DeWalt and had six children. 
o Robert A. (about 1832 ï between 1870 and 1880). Married Sarah A. Murr and  

had two daughters. 
o James (1833 ï 1888). Married Catharine M. Kennedy and had three children. 
o John H. (1835 ï 1902). Married Mary C Showalter and had a family of 6. 
o William C. (abt 1838 ï 1900) Our great grandfather. See the next section. 
o Anna L. (1840 ï 1840) Lived 5 months and 10 days 
o Charles A. (1841 ï 1887). Moved to Iowa. No credible marriage record or children 

found. 
o Sarah Matilda "Tilly" (1844 ï 1919). Married J. Price Clark in 1868; had no children. 
o Margaretta L. (1846 ï 1850) Lived 4 years and 5 months. 
o Samuel McClay (1850 ï 1926). Married Theresa and had 5 children after he moved 

to Cedar Co., Iowa. 
o Emma M. (1852 - before 1892) Married Alvin Hamilton Rouse (1852 ï 1913) and 

had two sons. Alvin remarried after Emma died and had another daughter. 
 

In the 1850 federal census, Samuel was described as a shoemaker in the Borough of 
Landisburg, with son Robert a blacksmith 14. 
 

 

                                                 
14 Along with saw mills, blacksmiths were some of the earliest industries along the Shermans. Blacksmiths 
were the early manufacturers. They made many of the products needed by the settlers. 
Most people associate blacksmiths with horseshoes and that is totally correct. But blacksmiths did so much 
more. They made wheel rims for the wheelwrights to place on wagon wheels. They made nails, hooks, 
chains, plows, hinges, latches and hand tools. Early colonial life would have been terribly difficult without at 
least one blacksmith in the communityé.. Most did smithing in addition to farming and other endeavors to 
support their families. Not until the mid-19th century did blacksmithing become a full-time jobé. 
Blacksmiths of the time were the community handyman or mechanic. The hooped wheels, repaired wagons, 
and made double-trees to hitch the horses to equipment. Odd tasks also came their way like repairing a 
bellé. 
Life Along the Shermans, Dennis Hocker, 2010. http://www.perryheritage.com/  
 

http://www.perryheritage.com/
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1850 Federal census page of Landisburg, Perry, PA (cropped) 

 
 
In 1860, Samuel was a ñjobberò while his three oldest sons (ages 19-28) were 
storekeeper, farmer, and laborer. In 1870, Samuel was a carpenter and had only one child 
left at home. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

The atlas of 1863 shows a Murray on Main 
St. Landisburg, although the initials are 

difficult to discern.  
In the next figure, we see Samuel M. Murray 
owning this and several adjacent properties.  
Map of the counties of Perry, Juniata, and 

Mifflin Pennsylvania, 1863. 
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Property of S. Murray in Landisburg, PA.   
Atlas of Perry, Juniata, and Mifflin Counties, Pennsylvania, 1877. 

Authorôs note: No houses on these lots in 2010 looked as though they would have dated from  
Samuelôs times or were in the right positions to have been Samuelôs home. 

 

 
Did Samuel also own property elsewhere in the county? When the Perry County township 
of Oliver was erected in 1836-37, the description of its boundaries included the ñhome of 
Samuel Murrayò in Juniata Twp 15.  John Owen Murray had died in 1832, and his widow 
had remarried in 1834. We suggest that Samuel may have inherited or purchased -- and 
still owned at the time of Oliver Co.ôs creation -- the land which had been John Owen 
Murrayôs. If he DID in fact own John Owenôs farm in 1836, he did not still own it at his 
death. 
 

Samuel died Dec 10, 1877. His will bequeathed all his real estate in the borough of 
Landisburg to Arabella ñto be used for her sole benefit during lifeò. William was designated 
to farm the ñback lotsò to have ña fund for paying taxes and making repairsò. Samuel also 
gave his executor full power to sell a tract of woodland in Tyrone Twp. without going 
through Orphansô Court to do so. Whatever goods Arabella did not want, were to be 

                                                 
15 History of Perry County, Pennsylvania, Including Descriptions of Indian and Pioneer Life from the Time of 
Earliest Settlement, Sketches of Its Noted Men and Women and Many Professional Men, H. H. Hain; 
Harrisburg, PA, 1922. Page 1037-38. https://books.google.com/books?id=bodVRd-
ryuMC&printsec=frontcover&dq=History+of+Perry+County,+Pennsylvania:+Including+Descriptions+of+India
ns+and&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjGmszF9M7JAhWB1x4KHR-
zCm4Q6AEIKzAA#v=onepage&q=History%20of%20Perry%20County%2C%20Pennsylvania%3A%20Includ
ing%20Descriptions%20of%20Indians%20and&f=false    
 

https://books.google.com/books?id=bodVRd-ryuMC&printsec=frontcover&dq=History+of+Perry+County,+Pennsylvania:+Including+Descriptions+of+Indians+and&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjGmszF9M7JAhWB1x4KHR-zCm4Q6AEIKzAA#v=onepage&q=History%20of%20Perry%20County%2C%20Pennsylvania%3A%20Including%20Descriptions%20of%20Indians%20and&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=bodVRd-ryuMC&printsec=frontcover&dq=History+of+Perry+County,+Pennsylvania:+Including+Descriptions+of+Indians+and&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjGmszF9M7JAhWB1x4KHR-zCm4Q6AEIKzAA#v=onepage&q=History%20of%20Perry%20County%2C%20Pennsylvania%3A%20Including%20Descriptions%20of%20Indians%20and&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=bodVRd-ryuMC&printsec=frontcover&dq=History+of+Perry+County,+Pennsylvania:+Including+Descriptions+of+Indians+and&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjGmszF9M7JAhWB1x4KHR-zCm4Q6AEIKzAA#v=onepage&q=History%20of%20Perry%20County%2C%20Pennsylvania%3A%20Including%20Descriptions%20of%20Indians%20and&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=bodVRd-ryuMC&printsec=frontcover&dq=History+of+Perry+County,+Pennsylvania:+Including+Descriptions+of+Indians+and&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjGmszF9M7JAhWB1x4KHR-zCm4Q6AEIKzAA#v=onepage&q=History%20of%20Perry%20County%2C%20Pennsylvania%3A%20Including%20Descriptions%20of%20Indians%20and&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=bodVRd-ryuMC&printsec=frontcover&dq=History+of+Perry+County,+Pennsylvania:+Including+Descriptions+of+Indians+and&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjGmszF9M7JAhWB1x4KHR-zCm4Q6AEIKzAA#v=onepage&q=History%20of%20Perry%20County%2C%20Pennsylvania%3A%20Including%20Descriptions%20of%20Indians%20and&f=false
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distributed to the children as equitably as possible, or sold to pay debts and settle the 
estate. Samuel also bequeathed to each of his children an equal share in his estate, 
subject to the previous provisions. William was named executor, and Samuel requested 
that William ñreceive a fair and liberal compensation for his services in the settlement, and 
management of my estateò.  
 
He signed it: 

                                                          
 
In January 1878, the inventories of Samuelôs ñGoods and Chattels, Rights, and Credits, 
elected to be taken by Mrs. Arabella Morrowò and also the ñInventory and Appraisement  
of the personal Property of Samuel Murrayò were filed in court. Arabella chose to retain 
$218-worth of property, including tools, utensils, furniture, bedding, carpet, books, and 
food-stocks. The other inventory included meat-cutting tools, farming tools, spinning 
wheels, fishing rods, and shoemakersô equipment, total value $69. Samuelôs estate file at 
Lenig Library, Perry Historical Society, contains several documents pertaining to his 
estate.  
 

o Even though William was the executor, son John, for instance, signed the lease for 
Mary Mumper to rent ñthe dwelling house and lot of ground south of the Ally 
situated on Main Stééwith all the buildings, except the Slaughter Houseò, 
belonging to the heirs of Samuel Murray, deceased, for 1889-1890 (this after 
Arabella had also died). The rent was $20 per year, due in quarterly installments. 
Mary was to whitewash the fence and was to furnish the lime to do so. 

o There were also several court documents in which John complained William had 
not paid taxes or other bills or fees due from Samuelôs estate. 

o It was John who petitioned Orphansô Court to proceed with liquidating Arabellaôs 
estate in 1892, four years after she had died. 

 
Arabella died in March1888. John Murray petitioned Orphansô Court, after Arabellaôs 
death, about the two properties in Landisburg (1.25 acres north of the ñAllyò, and the lot 
containing the house, stable, slaughterhouse and outbuildings on Main St.); he felt these 
belonged to the 8 listed children and heirs and that each one should receive one-eighth of 
said real estate. Apparently this was approved, as on November 30, 1892, the Perry 
County Democrat newspaper published the following: 
 

Notice in Partition. 
In the matter of the partition of the real estate of Samuel Murray, late of the Borough of Landisburg, 
Perry County, PA deceased: To Sarah M. Murray, intermarried with Dr. J.P. Clark, Newport, Pa; John H. 
Murray and William C. Murray, Landisburg, Pa; Mary Jane Murray, who was intermarried with Joseph 
Dewalt, Huntingdon, Pa; Samuel M. Murray, Lepton, Iowa; Alice Murray, intermarried with C.B. Young, 
Atlantic City, NJ, the said Alice being the only child of Robert Murray, deceased, who was a son of said 
Samuel Murray, deceased; John D. Murray, Altoona, Pa; Mollie Murray, intermarried with Edward 
Motzer, Perry Co, Pa; Annie Murray, intermarried with ___ Spohn, Perry Co, Pa, the said John D. 
Murray, Mollie Murray and Annie Murray being children of James Murray, deceased,  who was a son of 
said Samuel Murray, deceased; Harry and Eddie Rouse, minor children of Emma Murray, who was 
intermarried with Alvin Rouse but who have Hon. B. F. Junkin for their guardian ad litem;  
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Notice is hereby given that a Rule was granted by the Orphansô Court of Perry County, Pa., on all 
persons interested to come into court on the 13th day of December, next, and accept or refuse to accept 
the real estate for the said Samuel Murray, deceased, at the valuation fixed by the inquest, or show 
cause why the same should not be sold. 
Geo. M. Ritter, Sheriff. Sheriffôs Office, Bloomfield. October 12, 1892. 
 

 
Samuel and Arabella were both buried in Landisburg Cemetery. 
 

  
 

Gravestones of Samuel Murray and Arabella Morrow Murray, Landisburg PA Cemetery.  
(Photos by author, 2011) 
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¶ William Murray (1838-1900) was described by censuses as a farmer (1860 and 
Civil War Draft Registration List in 1863 16) and a butcher (1870). He married Emma J. 
Diven (1846-1905) June 9th 1869, at the Landisburg Presbyterian Church, and they 
honeymooned at Niagara Falls. We discussed Emmaôs root in our chapter on the Divens 
at www.MelissaCravenFowler.com (choose Melissaôs Ancestry tab). 
 

  
 

Emma Diven Murray (left), circa 1900-1905; William Murray (right) 
(Photos courtesy of Nancy Craven Henry) 

 
 

 
 

Perry County Democrat, 16-Jun-1869 

                                                 
16 No records indicate that he served in that conflict. 
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