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The Fowlers at 200: 1809-2009 
Six Generations of Fowlers in New York and Michigan 

 
This story is about the Fowlers of Gratiot and Isabella Counties in central Michigan and 
their roots in America and before. Family lore states that the ñFowler brothersò escaped 
England for the New World for political reasons. This sounds a lot like the genealogical 
fairy tale many families have in their oral histories. Yes, we have one too -- not only 
through our family stories, but also from other Fowler lines: 
 

An impression exists that the father of the nine childrené.whose name we do not know, was one of 
two brothers who had come from England, the one to settle in Maryland, founding our particular 
branch of the family, and the other in Connecticut. This impression is, however, not substantiated by 
the research carried on by members of the family in Connecticut. Then we must, for the present, rest 
content to base our calculations upon the nine brother and sisters whose parents we as yet know 
nothing about.  An Incomplete Genealogy of the Fowlers 

*
 

 
We will examine the idea of the 2 immigrant Fowler brothers and many others in the 
following pages and appendices. In order to keep this story from spreading and 
spreading, the story is somewhat confined to a direct line through 6 generations of male 
Fowlers, from 1809 to 2009 in New York and Michigan. Here is who they were, where 
they lived, and when: 
 
Abel1 FowlerÀ in Fairfield/Newport, Herkimer Co, NY from 1809-1816 
Abel1 Fowler in Churchville/Riga/Ogden, Monroe Co, NY from 1816-1862 
 
Anson2 Fowler in Fairfield/Newport, Herkimer Co, NY from 1809-1816 
Anson2 Fowler in Churchville/Riga/Ogden, Monroe Co, NY from 1816-1835 
Anson2 Fowler in Wheatland, Hillsdale Co, Michigan 1835-1855 
 
Edward3 Fowler in Churchville/Riga/Ogden, Monroe Co, NY from 1832-1835 
Edward3 Fowler in Wheatland, Hillsdale Co, Michigan 1835-1857 
Edward3 Fowler in Coe, Isabella, Michigan 1857-1898 
 
Anson James4 Fowler in Coe, Isabella and Pine River, Gratiot Counties, 1866 ï 1959 
 
O.S.5  Fowler in Coe, Isabella and Pine River, Gratiot Counties, 1895-1993 
 
Sons of O.S. 5 Fowler, 1921 to present 
 
In the main part of this text, weôll ñrest content to base our calculations uponò the facts, 
as we found them. Later, in appendices, please find a lot of conjecture about earlier 
family members, discussions of misleading reports we unearthed, examination of family 
lore and claims, and a few side branches of the family tree, for interest. 
 
But first, the facts é.. 
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This story began with a conversation between Tom Fowler7, Kristen Fowler8, and O.S. 
Fowler5 in the 1970ôs, during which time O.S. described the family lineages which 
Kristen then compiled.  
 

 
Kristen Fowlerôs diagram of the Fowler family tree, as dictated by O.S. Fowler, circa 1979. 

 
Years later, Francis Fowler6 passed on to us his current knowledge of the Fowler family 
origins. (See his diagram below.) The document you are reading is the result of fleshing 
out the bones of what O.S. and Francis passed on to us. 
 
Initially, about 2004-2005, we took a subscription to Ancestry.com and did an extensive 
internet search for ñourò Fowlers, as well as other branches of the family. Centuries of 
federal census records and other peopleôs family trees are searchable though 
Ancestry.com. With this tool, we were able to see scans of the actual census pages in 
which ancestorsô names were inscribed. An extensive family tree was started. 
 

In 2009, both Francis and Dennis Fowler encouraged us to dig even deeper. The 
Bureau of Land management maintains a database of land patentsÿ which is searchable 
and enabled us to locate Ansonôs, Edwardôs, and Elisha Brooksô patents in Michigan. 
Plus, much more information was found on-line, through various sources. War rolls, 
pension records, and even ship passenger manifests were also rapidly coming on-line 
through Ancestry.com. 
 
Joining Genforumôs Fowler and Eddy bulletin boards, Rootsweb Fowler-L listserv, 
GenCirclesô Bartlett Club, and other internet groups, we were soon in contact with such 
people as Ross Gridley of Hamlin, NY who had been researching the Gridleys for 20 
years and who freely gave us the Fowler-Gridley connection based on The 
Descendants of Rev. Thomas Hooker, Hartford, CT, 1586-1908; Douglas Mueller who 
suggested Abelôs connection to the Connecticut Fowlers and consulted primary sources 
for us; and Jim Vinson who helped us out with key connections in the Bartlett lineage. 
The tree and our body of information grew to over 1900 people!!!  
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Francis Fowlerôs family tree, circa 1985 
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Ross Gridley suggested we visit the Ogden Farmerôs Library in southwestern Monroe 
Co, NY where we met Don Specht and Ken Beaman, the historians there. These men 
helped us find Abel and Maryôs farm location, researched things for us, copied state 
census records, and even contacted living people to obtain family memories. Don 
suggested we contact Fran Meier about repairing Mary Eddy Fowlerôs grave stone. 
They are treasures. 
 
Township sextons are helpful people, and Lee Pashel of Wheatland Township located 
Ansonôs grave for us when web sites failed. Thanks, Lee. 
 
Rebecca Logan provided guidance, encouragement and caution in appropriate and 
helpful doses throughout the project. 
 
Isabella County genealogists have a lovely service named ñrandom acts of genealogical 
kindnessò, through which I met Shawn Spickerman who found Mary S. Tower Eddyôs 
death notice in local archives. Kindness indeed. 
 
Lawrence Sonleyôs BROOKS Genealogy of a Family of That Name, A Roster of Fifteen 
Generations, 1983, was invaluable in building the Brooks side of the family. Thanks, 
Francis, for buying extra copies of that book. There is also a copy at the Gratiot County 
(Michigan) Historical Society, says Mr. Sonley, who was kind enough to talk with me 
one day by phone. His pre-internet research is exhaustive! 
 
Weôve been amazed to discover that the Eddy, and Brooks lines, as well as many 
others which contribute to our genetic soup, have been living in North America since the 
1600ôs. Some ancestors were among the first settlers in their colonies. Some of the 
more illustrious examples: 

 Thomas Hooker, ancestor of Harriet Gridley, Anson2ôs wife, founded Hartford, CT 
in June 1636. Two years later he preached the historic sermon, which inspired 
the Fundamental Orders, and sowed the seeds of free Constitutional government 
in America.   

 Mayflower passengers John Alden ï supposedly the first from the Mayflower to 
step onto North American soil -- and Priscilla Mullins, of ñSpeak for yourself, John 
Aldenò fame, direct ancestors of the Towers, upstream of Eunice Tower Eddy, 
Edward Fowler3ôs wife; and also of Zipporah Coates, mother-in-law of Elisha 
Brooks (through surname chain Coats, Palmer, Rice, Forbush, Bruce, Maynard, 
Gray, Billings, Bill, Pabodie, Hewitt, Hodgkins, Tilden, Little, Lettice, Alden). 

 The Coates and Grays, also descendents of British, French, and Spanish kings 
and direct ancestors of Nellie Brooks, came to Plymouth, Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island by 1645.  

 Deacon John Mousall, father-in-law of John Brooks, immigrant ancestor and 4th 
great-grandfather of Elisha Brooks, was one of the founders of Woburn, 
Massachusetts. 
 

The rich sweep of frontier history, as it is rarely told, became our passion for several 
years. Watching as the Fowler and Eddys, in particular, moved across New York and 
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into Michigan in the 1800ôs, made history come alive in a way it never had before. For 
that, the authors are indebted to this project.  
 
One caveat, however, is that the database we built using Ancestry.comôs Windows-
based program, Family Tree Maker, enabled us to access and add many ancestors  
whom we ñfoundò through the fact that other people uploaded their family trees to 
Ancestry.com. So in many cases, we accessed and merged ñOther Peopleôs Dataò 
(=OPD, as genealogists call it). In some situations, this is just not accurate. Genealogy 
is all about puzzle-solving, so you make a hypothesis, test it with as much primary data 
you can find (census records, town histories, land records, etc) and then you decide 
what is plausible or unlikely to be true. This particular document contains very little, if 
any, OPD. And we have labeled anything questionable as well as we could. Our Family 
Tree Maker database file, and the exported GEDCOM file, however, contains a lot of 
OPD. 
 
Please contact us if you would like to add to this history, which will be available as long 
as we maintain a website.  Also available is the GEDCOM file which can be opened with 
many genealogical database software computer programs.  
 
Sincerely, Tom and Melissa Fowler 
Ithaca, New York 
e-mail: mcf3@cornell.edu and tlf11@cornell.edu 
phone: 607-272-0406 
 
PDF file and photo archives at:  http://www.melissacravenfowler.com/Genealogy.html 
If you have ancestral photos to share with your relatives, please send a digital copy to 
us for inclusion. 
 
GEDCOM: Please send e-mail requests to mcf3@cornell.edu
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The First Generation 
 

Abel1 in Herkimer County, NY  

 
Map of most of upstate New York, with pins at: 

 Ogden/Churchville/Riga, Abelôs second homestead, top left;  
Cohocton, Steuben Co, home of Horace Fowler and family, lower left;  

Newport/Fairfield Herkimer County, Abelôs first homestead, center right;  
Cambridge NY, home of other Abel Fowlers, far right.  

All areas and people are mentioned in this text or in appendices. 

 
 
Our story begins with our first known Fowler ancestor, Abel1, who was born in South 
Kingston, Rhode Island, in about 1781§. Currently, there is nothing proven about his 
early life or ancestry, but we do have one reference that indicates he married his first 
wife, Mary Eddy (born about 1790 ï her gravestone gives her age at her death in 1827, 
as 37 years) in her birthplace of Wallingford, Vermont.**  We visited Wallingford in the 
fall of 2009 but were unable to turn up any clue to Abelôs or Maryôs lineage in the town 
clerkôs and historical societyôs files.  Please refer to Appendix A for discussions on 
Abel1ôs origins and Appendix F for a discussion on the Eddys. 
 
Abelôs age and birth state is known from his admitted age and birthplace in federal 
censuses and gravestone as well as from a biography of one of his sonsÀÀ. We first find 
proof of Abel in Newport, Herkimer Co, NY in the 1810 census, listed as being between 
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26 and 44 years old, with wife Mary between 16 and 25 years old, and one son, less 
than 10 years old. The son was Anson2, born in the town of Fairfield, Herkimer County, 
the previous year, 1809 (OPDÿÿ). Fairfield and Newport historians have not been able to 
locate anything else about this couple, nor did we when we visited the area and 
checked at the county clerkôs and treasurerôs offices. Here we encounter the 
phenomenon of paper records kept in wood buildings and the inherent fire hazards 
those conditions create. Here also begins the 200 years of the story you now read. 
 
Fairfield and Newport NY lie in Herkimer Co, NY, just south of the boundary of the 
Adirondack Park, in the map below. 

 

 
 

Map of Newport where census record place Abel and family in 1810 (pin B) and  
Fairfield where Anson was born in 1809 (pin A), Herkimer Co, NY, 6.5 miles apart. 

 
Much of Herkimer Co had been conveyed in large land grants by the King of England to 
individuals before 1760. After the Revolution, loyalist lands were forfeited to the state of 
New York, and the ñCommissioners of Forfeituresò§§ sold the lands to help pay the 
stateôs war debt. Local records do not tell us how Abel would have purchased the land 
on which he was living in 1810. Some lands were bought by speculators in the 1780ôs 
and then re-sold throughout New England. Many of the Herkimer Co. settlers were from 
Rhode Island; hence, the town name of ñNewportò was brought from R.I. 
 

Newport was formed from Herkimer, Fairfield, Norway and Schuyler, April 7, 1806. It was named from 
Newport, Rhode Island, the former residence of many of the early settlersé.. The site of the present 
village of Newport was purchased of Daniel Campbell, of New York City, in 1788-9, by William, 
Ephraim and Benjamin Bowen, of Newport, Rhode Island.  
(http://history.rays-place.com/ny/herk-newport.htm) 

 
Fairfield historian, Jane Dieffenbacher***, believes it most likely that Abel would have 
bought his land through such middle-men and not directly from the Commission of 
Forfeitures. We asked if he might have been a tradesman or employee of another land 
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owner and that was not the case in that area at that time. If he censused there, he 
owned land. 
 
There was an early group of Palatine (German) settlers in the area, but Indian 
massacres were a recurring problem in the region until the final treaties of the 
Revolutionary War were signed, after 1784 ÀÀÀ. Between 1770 and 1790, the settlers 
from New England arrived slowly. Hereôs what the pioneers of this area were up 
against. This story is about a family from Massachusetts who arrived in 1791: 
 
.é..this family had nothing to subsist on during a long and dreary winter but Indian corn and white 
rabbits, when any could be caught. There being no mills then in the country, and if there had been 
they could not be reached except by the use of snow-shoes and carrying the grist on one's back; the 
Ballard family resorted to what at this day would be considered a novel method of reducing their corn 
into a state suitable to be converted into rabbit soupé. a mortar was the only thing they could resort 
to, and even this they were destitute ofé. The family procured a large hard-wood log, and é they 
burned a hole in it, by concentrating the fire to one spot, sufficiently deep to answer their purposeé to 
make a pestle out of some hard wood, and crack corn to their stomach's content. By these means the 
resolved and noble hearted mother carried her family through the winter, while the father was absent, 
é detained by sickness at his former home in Massachusetts. A History of Herkimer County including 
the Upper Mohawk Valley from the Earliest Period to the Present Time, Nathaniel Soley Benton, 
1856) 

 
In 1801, there were 2065 inhabitants of the entire county. Hereôs a description from 
ñThe Pioneers of Newportò of what the young Fowler family might have experienced: 

A man with his axe and a pack of provisions obtained from the Palatine in the valley, would find his lot 
for a home, chop a small clearing, burn it off in the fall, making it ready for spring planting, put up a 
cabin and return for his family; then when there was snow and the streams were well bridged with ice, 
his family and household goods, were loaded into a huge sled with a yoke of oxen for a team, and 
away they would go for the "Land of Promise." In Munsell's County of Albany, page 310, it is recorded 
that twelve hundred sleigh passed through Albany in three days, in the winter of 1795, with emigrants 
going west. (http://herkimer.nygenweb.net/newport/newcent.html) 

The passage above, citing 1200 sleigh traveling through Albany in three daysô time, 
provides some concept of the number of New Englanders heading west after Indian 
treaties had made lands available to settlers. The original North American colonies were 
full to bursting; the vast majority of migrants were coming from the northern colonies 
(MA, CT, NH, VT), and were of English descent. 
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1810 Herkimer Co census page, with column headers added. Abel Fowler underscored in green. 

 

There is some thoughtÿÿÿ that Abel1 might have served in the War of 1812, in the Battle 
of Plattsburgh. We have been unable to find any Abel Fowlers in the War Rolls of the 
1812 conflict. Please see Appendix D for more on this. 

Census pages provide clues to proximity of family homes and, therefore, likelihood for 
two young people to know each other and to marry. There were three Eddy families in 
the 1810 census in Newport, Herkimer, NY, and this may tell us that Mary1ôs father 
and/or brothers also lived in Newport. At this point, however, we have no matches with 
those Eddy families and little substantive information about her roots. See Appendix F 
for more conjecture on the Eddys. 

Herkimer County was not to hold the Fowlers for long. Highly promoted attractive new 
lands were being opened for settlement further west in ñGenesee Countryò, New York.  

Abel1 in Riga, Genesee County, NY  

Around 1816, the family moved to Riga Township (then Genesee, later Monroe Co), the 
central town in which was Churchville. The main land office for Phelps-Gorham 
Purchase/Mill Yard Tract was located at Canandaigua, NY§§§.  Abel would have had to 
leave Herkimer Co before purchasing the land he would settle in the ñwestò.  

 



Page 10 of 112 -- 8/23/2010 

Map of current-day Riga, with a ñpinò in Abelôs homestead address in Riga Twp, left;  
rough map of the tracts of land sold in western NY, the exact borders of which can be difficult to pinpoint 

today (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:WNY5.PNG), right. 

The first information which places Abel1 in Riga Twp is the census of 1820, although 
son Samuel Mills Fowler2 is reported to have been born there in 1817. Hereôs what the 
area was like in those days: 

Settlement at Churchville began in 1806 when Samuel Church purchased eight hundred and ninety-
seven acres in what was known as West Pultney. Along the banks of Black Creek Samuel 
constructed a saw mill in 1808 and later, a grist mill at about 1810. With the construction of Buffalo 
Road in 1811, the property of Samuel Church was now connected to Rochester and the Towns of 
LeRoy and Batavia permitting travelers to witness the fertile farm lands and contemplate settling in 
the area. Unfortunately, the War of 1812, a conflict between the United States and Great Britain, put a 
halt to further settlement in the area. Many of the warôs bloodiest battles, of which Captain Samuel 
Church participated in, were fought just seventy miles east of the Church homestead. In 1815, the 
war ended and the first store owned by Linus Pierson opened in the area. Just shortly after, a public 
house was constructed to accommodate the stage coach passengers.  
Development in this area was further accelerated when the Tonawanda railroad was constructed 
through the village in 1837. By this time, located within the village was one flouring mill and custom 
mill, one saw mill with two saws, one steam cloth dressing and wool carding manufactory, one 
tannery, one distillery, one ashery, three stores, two taverns, one grocery, two carriage and sleigh 
shops, four blacksmith shops, one axle shop, one saddle and harness shop, one plough shop, one 
painterôs shop, two shoe maker shops, one cooper shop, two doctors, two tailor shops, three milliner 
shops, and one butcher shop. (http://www.churchville.net/obrien/History.html) 

In the 1820 census in Riga Township, the family consisted of 
one male 26-45 yrs (father Abel

1)
 

one female 26-45 yrs (mother Mary
1
) 

one male 10-16 yrs (son Anson
2
 (1809 -1855)) 

one male 0-10 yrs (son Samuel Mills
2
 (1817 - 1904)) 

three females 0-10yrs (daughters  Abigail
2
 (1810 - 1892),   

                                    Lydia
2
 (1815 - aft1860), and   

                                    Ruth
2
 (1820- 1893)) 

Another daughter was born to the couple after the 1820 census: Mary2 (1827- 1856) 
Was there a 7th child? We think not. See Appendix D for discussion on this. 
 
Mary Eddy Fowler1 died July 1827.  Her gravestone is pictured below. 

Able remarried, about 1836, to Harriet Scott, who bore Abel three sons: 

Nelson2 (1838 -1911) 
John Whiteborn2 (1839 -1862) 
William Scott2 (1842 -1864) 

 
and also probably brought the three children from her previous marriage to the 
household. (Her first husband was John Gilman; children were Jane b. 1826; Joseph b. 
1828; Lucinda, b. 1830. Harriet had two brothers-in-law in Ogden and most likely 
migrated there after her first husband died in 1833 in Craftsbury, VT.) 
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Abel1ôs family can be found in Riga in the 1850 federal census; and also that of 1860, 
with Nelson2 and his young wife and first child in the same household. The 1855 state 
census also includes Jane Gilman, a ñdaughter-in-lawò (probably step-daughter.) 
 
Abel1 owned and farmed property in two adjoining townships, parts of tracts 5 and 6 in 
Riga Township and 220 in Ogden Township, just north across the town line. The house 
was on the Riga side, as we expected, given the family censused in Riga. Plat maps**** 
tell us that one parcel was 50 acres and the other 65 acres, which is consistent with 
what was claimed in agricultural surveys. In state censuses, we found extensive 
information about the acreage and cash value of the farm and its produce. See 
Appendix B for this information.  
 
Nelson2, John, and William inherited the farm when Abel1 died in 1862 (see Appendix C 
for Abelôs 1859 will and codicil), and continued farming, the two sons and one daughter 
of Abelôs first marriage having moved west to Michigan in the 1830ôs and 40ôs. Nelsonôs  
two full brothers then died in 1862 and 1864, so presumably, all the farming fell to him. 
Harriet inherited 1/3 of the land and remained in Ogden, after a trip to VT, appearing in 
the census records with the family of Henry Warren Smith, her daughter Lucinda (by 
first marriage) and son-in-law. In the first plat book we saw, dated 1872ÀÀÀÀ, however, all 
of Abelôs land was listed in the name of H Fowler (Harriet), who did not die until 1874. 
Bequeathing property to a woman was an unusual thing at the time. Usually property 
was bequeathed to male children and not to the widow. In later plat maps, all of Abelôs 
land is listed in the name of Mrs. Nelson Fowler, so probably Harriet sold or willed her 
1/3 to Nelson. 
 
In the black and white plat map below, note the name of H. Smith and (what looks to be) 
ñH. Smith 2ndò on homesteads in the upper right area, along Fowler Road. Thereôs a 
good chance, this is the family into which Lucinda married, so Harriet would have been 
nearby Nelson and his family, although there is also a P. Smith northwest of there and 
an H. Smith south of the Fowler house on the Riga side of the town line. 
 
A descendant of Harrietôs sent us portions of a letter Harriet wrote from Craftsbury in 
1865, found in the estate of her great-granddaughter (through Lucindaôs line). The letter 
is an interesting genealogical puzzle because she mentions a number of relatives, both 
in Craftsbury and in Ogden, by their first names only.  Here is the opening line:  
 

"I have written to Nelson since I wrote to your Mother but have not received an answer, but as I sent 
for some money, do not look for a letter very soon, until he sells the Wheat, but you may tell him to 
send it when most convenient, for I cannot come home without some money, it will not cost me as 
much to come back as it did to get here for I got into Burlington the wrong day from the stage.ò 
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Above, Current satellite view, left. 
1902 Plat, right, property was held by Nelsonôs widow at that time, which doesnôt make complete sense 

as Nelson didnôt die ótil 1911. This may be from a later plat book. 
Maple Grove Cemetery is on Dewey Rd (Ogden tract 205, top center pink area, notched out of the Elbert 
Mason property). The road which ran by the house was labeled ñFowler Roadò on the maps of 1924 and 
earlier. Today, straightened, it is ñWashington St.ò Thereôs a school house on the town line on Fowler Rd 

(Ogden tract 220, green area), which the Fowler children probably attended. Today, it has been 
remodeled into a house. 

 
The current house on the Riga property (2985 Washington St) is of 1820-1860 vintage, 
ñGreek Revivalò architecture, but much altered by time and owners. It is, however, of the 
correct vintage to have been built by Abel. The current ownerôs grandfather, Otto 
Leibeck, purchased the house and 40 acres of the Riga ñFountain Home Farmò after the 
map above was published and before 1924. The Leibeck (La Beck) families can be 
seen on old plats of the townships, and one of them owned the local threshing 
equipment. Abel very likely had his grain threshed by the ñLa Beckò family. Hereôs a 
message one of our Ogden friends sent us: 
 

Melissa,  
     I saw Dorothy (Liebeck) Pharoah at a concert in Churchville.  She tells me that her 
father, Otto, used to rid e his bicycle past the house as a boy, and always said that he 
would live there when he was bigger.  He bought the house from Briggs Fowler in 1929.  
It was a showplace with a spectacular fountain in front of it (when he was a boy), but 
when he finally acq uired it, a big wing of it had to be taken down, as it had deteriorated.  
Dorothy lives in a house on Liebeck Road nearby.  
     Best Wishes,  Ken Beaman  
 

 As the 1924 plat shows Otto as owner of 40 acres of the Riga property, Dorothyôs date 
may be off a bit. The remark about the fountain is consistent with the name on the 1902 
plat above, ñFountain Home Farmò. ñBriggsò would have been Harry Brigham Fowler, 
son of Nelson, who, between 1905 and 1915 state censuses, changed occupations 
from farming to building contracting. (Note in the map below, the name of H. Brigham on 
a homestead in the top right. Nelson married Sarah E. Brigham, probably his neighbor, 


