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Chapter 4: The Divens and Junkins 
 

 
 

1977 tree of the Linns and Divens (Melissa Craven). For the current lineage information, see the end of  

this chapter, the family genealogy web site at http://www.melissacravenfowler.com/Genealogy.html,  
or http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?db=melissaf52. 

 

Diven Name Meaning  

 
Irish: variant of Devine. 

1
 

Devine English and French: nickname, of literal or ironic application, from Middle English, Old French 
devin, divin óexcellentô, óperfectô (Latin divinus ódivineô).

 
 
2
 

Devine Irish: reduced Anglicized form of either of two Gaelic names, č Duibh²n ódescendant of Duibhínô, 
a by name meaning ólittle black oneô, or č Daimh²n ódescendant of Daimhínô, a byname meaning ófawnô, 

http://www.melissacravenfowler.com/Genealogy.html
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?db=melissaf52
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ólittle stagô. These are attenuated versions of Ó Dubháin and Ó Damháin, and are  
the phonetic origin of Anglicizations with an internal v, as opposed to wé...  

3
 
 

 
The chart above does not provide much information about the Divens as a family, James 
Linn Diven being the only of our Diven ancestors named by my mother. After further 
research, we now know James Diven, supposedly born in 1700 in Sweet, Tyrone, Ireland, 
is the earliest ancestor we can name.  And we know for certain that his son Alexander (b. 
1715 Ireland ï aft 1760 Perry Co.) came to America and settled in what is now Perry Co, 
PA. It is possible his father James or other members of the  
family accompanied him, although we have no proof to back this up. Nor is there evidence 
of other Divens in Perry Co, descended from, say, a brother of Alexanderôs. 
 
This means that Alexander Diven of Perry County was among the class of immigrants 
known as Scots-Irish. For more about this group, please see Appendix B. 
 

 
 
Diven lineage 
 
 James Diven (born in 1700 Sweet, Tyrone, Ireland ï died ??)  

 

 Alexander Diven (b. ~1715 Tyrone Valley, County Tyrone, N Ireland ï d. 1762 
Shermanôs Valley, Tyrone Twp, Perry Co PA.) married Margaret Smith (b. 1720 England 
ï d. after 1800 Sherman Valley, Tyrone, Twp, Perry Co, PA) in about 1740 in County 
Tyrone, N Ireland.  
 
The OPD story that Alexander married a first wife, Katherine Casey, in Ireland and had 
children there has not been substantiated and should be viewed with caution, although  
I have left it in the descendent charts which follow this chapter. Another Diven descendent 
believes that Alexander married (again?) in Carlisle PA. All of this means that Margaret 
may or may not have been the mother of James (born 1741 in Ireland). 
 
Alexanderôs childrenôs birth dates (OPD) suggest the family migrated to America before 
1751. These may be our earliest known ancestors in Perry County, although perhaps not 
in the Cumberland Valley area. One Rootsweb entry stated that Alexander 
 

Came from county Tyrone, Ireland to York Co, PA, then to Spring Twp, Perry Co, PA in 1755, the  
year the land office opened. 

4 
 

Alexander bought 300 or more acres of land on Crawfordôs Run in Shermanôs Valley, 
Perry Co. on March 3, 1755, say some of the old history books and an entry in the 
Pennsylvania Archives. 5  Another source says it was 195 acres, and also claims that 
Indian attacks were so bad in 1755 that the settlers had to withdraw to Carlisle until 1765 
6, which was perhaps after Alexanderôs death. This is the same acreage which yet another 
source claims was warranted by a James Diven, and thatôs because James is the son 
who finally received the patent in 1812, and if the story about them withdrawing to Carlisle 
is true, James was the eldest son who probably would have become the  
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head of the family when they returned. The survey, done in 1764 cites the final  
acreage as 374 acres. And the patent says, ñIn consideration of the monies paid by 
Alexander and James Diven for the warrantsé..ò 7  
 
About the Indian attacks: 
 
ééé.Further trouble with the Indians was avoided by the Land Purchase of 1754, which included the 
region embraced in the Juniata Valley. The Indian wars, however, not only rendered settlement 
in this area hazardous, but resulted in the temporary abandonment of it by many of the inhabitants. 

Hence it was not until about 1766 or 1767 that it was reoccupied in force by the settlers who had fledé
8
 

--- 
 
After the burning of the cabins, ésettlements were made in various parts within the present limits 
of Perry County. The arm of the provisional government could remove the settlers and burn their 
cabins, but it could not prevent their returning. The Indians threatened summary vengeance if the 
government did not prevent this. Hence, to satisfy all parties and obviate further difficulties, the 
purchase of a large tract of land from the Indians was strongly recommended by Governor 
Hamiltonéextending from the Kittatinny Mountains east of the Allegheny Mountainsé...  On the 3

rd
 

of February, 1755, the Land Office was opened for the sale of lands in Shermanôs Valley and on 
the Juniata Riveré. Owing to the fact that Braddockôs defeat left the whole frontier exposed to the 
ravages of the cruel and merciless savages, very little land was entered at the Land Offices from 
the fall of 1755 to 1761. 
All the settlements north of the Kittatinny Mountains were wasted by the savages and the 
improvements destroyed or deserted, and their inhabitants fled to the Cumberland Valley for 
protection. The settlers of Shermanôs Valley, and on the Juniata, sufferedé.we have vague 
accounts of the torturing of white human beingsé In Shermanôs Valley Indian atrocity reached the 
highest degree of cruelty. Here the well-known savage vengeance was wreaked upon man, 
woman, and child. 

9
 

 
 
The price of the land was Fifteen Pounds, Ten shillings ñcurrent money of this  
provinceò for the ñone hundred acresò (?) and the quit-rent (= tax) one-half penny per  
acre per year. 
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1764 survey of Alexander Divenôs 374 acres 
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Two images photographed from the large scroll of concatenated land surveys at Lenig Library of  

the Perry Co Historical Society for what is now Spring Twp. Lot 102 was warranted to Alexander Diven 
in 1755 (Warrant = request for survey) and was re-surveyed in 1772.  

The patent (=deed) was issued in 1812 to son James Diven. In 1793, James also bought a triangle  
of land, probably the one labeled ñvacantò top left of 102. 

 

 
The area of Alexanderôs purchase is now parts of Spring and Carroll Twps, but was still 
part of Tyrone Twp at the time of this warrant. No one at the Perry Historical Society had 
ever heard of Crawfordôs Run, however! 
 
The dotted line which runs almost vertically through the property is now the Spring/Carroll 
Township border. Based on the way the border runs through the concatenated survey 
maps of both Spring and Carroll Townships at Lenig Library of the Perry Historical  
Society and on current maps, we can estimate the location of this land. Neither the 1863 
nor the 1877 atlas of these townships shows any Divens living in that area, nor do we  
find any records of the property being sold. Another mystery! 
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Current topographical map of Spring Twp.
10

 with the general area of the 1755 Diven land, upper right, 
marked with multiple circles.  Locations of a later John P. Diven holding (1863) and the Junkin house 
(until 1853) in Alinda are indicated by single circle, center left side. Distance between the two sites is 

approx 4.7 miles. 
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We do not yet know much more about Alexander, except that he and Margaret were not 
shy about procreating. All Alexanderôs children (4 sons [James, William, John and  
Joseph] and 2 daughters [Jane and Mary]) married and had lots of children, ensuring  
the Diven name in central PA and elsewhere. And, of course, they re-used many of the 
same first names, making the job a lot harder for genealogists! In one case, two Perry 
County Diven families named their sons James in the same birth year! 
 
Alexanderôs third son John (1757 ï 1843), for instance, is not in our direct line but is  
noted here for historical interest: 
 
é.was serving as a cabinet-makerôs apprentice just prior to his enlistment for service in the 
Revolutionary War. He was at Valley Forge when his first enlistment expired. General Washington,  
in a tearful, impassioned speech, asked the Pennsylvania men to re-enlist. He called for volunteers  
to step forward two paces. John Diven quickly answered his generalôs plea and others followed his 
example. John remained in the army until receiving his honorable discharge after Yorktown. 

11
 

 

Valley Forge muster rolls do not yet support this claim, but itôs a great family story!  
John later purchased land in Tioga County, NY and quickly became a leader in his 
community. His sons and grandsons became attorneys, railroad tycoons, decorated  
Union Army officers in the Civil War, public servants, and respected businessmen in 
Elmira, NY for generations. 
 

 

 
 

Grandson of Alexander Diven and 
son of John Diven, Alexander 
Samuel Diven (1809 ï 1896), 

standing. 
 

His sons, Eugene (1843 ï 1888, 
left) and Alexander (1841 ï 1888, 

right), seated. 
 

(Elmiraôs Diven Family, William 
Vanderslip; The Chemung 

Historical Journal, Vol. 12, No. 4, 
Elmira, NY. June 1967) 

 
 
Of the other Diven sons, we know that James, our forbearer, and Joseph stayed in Perry 
Co. their entire lives. We are not sure about William, 1753 ï 1850, although he served in 
the 11th Pennsylvania regiment during the Revolution and later in the Invalid Corps 12 or 
Invalid Regiment 13. 
 
There were also Divens in Juniata Co, PA.  In 1831, an iron furnace was established in 
Rock Hill by Diven (Thomas N.) & Morrison. In the 1860ôs, a David Diven was a county 
commissioner. 14 We donôt know if this family was related to ours, but they are reported  
to have been of German stock, so are probably not ! 
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There are a few stones at Centre 
Presbyterian Churchyard which look 
as though they mark the graves of 
Divens, but which are otherwise 
illegible -- the one to the left, for 

instance, which I photographed in 
2011. If I look carefully, I can 

pretend it belongs to the remains of 
an Alexander Diven. 

 
The rectangle encloses the word 
ñDivenò and the square seems to 

encircle an ñxò. 
 

Most likely this was not the first 
Alexander -- there were other later 
Alexander Divenôs, including a son 

of James and a son of Joseph. 
 

(Photo by author, 2011) 

 
 

 James Diven (b, about 1741 in Tyrone Valley, County Tyrone, North Ireland ï d. 
1816 or 1818 Shermans Valley, Tyrone Twp, Perry Co., PA) married Margaret Nancy 
Waddell (born about 1741 Cumberland Co - ??)   
 
We do not know how Alexanderôs estate handled his land holdings. There are no records 
of properties changing hands, to or from Diven families, in Tyrone, Spring, or Carroll 
Townships at the Perry Historians facility, which has a complete records of such. James 
was assessed for only 100 acres in Tyrone twp in 1767, 5 years after Alexander died15. In 
1793, James also bought a 12- or 15-acre triangle of land, possibly the one labeled 
ñvacantò at the top left of 102, based on the names of the adjoining property holders  
which appear on the survey, and ñJames Diven other landò on one edge. He paid ñTen 
Pounds per hundred acres in gold, silver, or paper moneyò for that parcel. 

 

In 1782, he was assessed for 146 acres, 2 horses and one cow; and for 140 acres, 2 
horses and 4 cows in 1785 16.   
 
There is another tract of 150 acres in Tyrone Twp. which he and his son James bought. 
After son James, Jr. died, it was transferred to òJames Diven, Sr., and the heirs of James 
Diven, Jr.ò The survey showed this property as lying less than a mile from Shermanôs 
Creek, but does not provide any more information to help locate that piece of land. It  
could be that this is when the family purchased the land near Alinda, as one of the sons  
of James, Jr. was John P. Diven, who is listed as shown as living along current Route 
850, just west of the Alinda crossroads in the 1863 Atlas of Perry Co. 
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James, like his brother John, fought in the Revolutionary War, but in the 12th regiment.  
 
Served in Rev War: Corporal, enlisted 12 Nov 1776 Military  
occupation: Farmer, Tanner  
Lived on lot 20 in Landisburg, Perry Co PA - had a tannery on lots 7,8,9,10 and owned lots 1,2,23,24 
1767 Tax Assessment, Tyrone Twp, Perry Co PA: James Diven, 100 acres 
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=kl2u&id=I1320 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
James Divenôs Revolutionary 

War service record. 
17

 

 
James also served in the Cumberland County Militia in 1782 18 and established the  
family tanning business. 
 

 
  

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=kl2u&id=I1320
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The Diven Tanneries in Landisburg: 
 
Based on the research I and others 19 have done, there were perhaps three separate 
Landisburg tanneries owned and operated by various Divens in the 1800ôs:  

 

The first tannery was on lots 7, 8, 9, 10 in Landisburg. J. Scroggs and John Bigler first 
owned the property on which Scroggs built the tannery. It was bought (sometime before 
1814) by James Diven (1741 - 1818) who also lived on lot 20 in Landisburg. 20   
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
John and Joseph were sons of 

James Diven (1741 ï 1818) 
 

Advertisement from Perry 
Forester, December 6, 1821 

 
Reproduced in ñBits and Pieces, 
100-75-50 Years Agoò The Perry 

Review, Volume 18-19, 1993-
1994. The Perry Historians. 

 

 
 
After his death, it was rented by his ñheirsò until 1840 (one of these was James  
Alexander Diven, a grandson, who built tannery #2 below and died 1840). 
 
In 1840, it was purchased by another  ñJames A. Divenò 
In 1853, it passed to ñJames D. Divenò until his death in 1872  -- maybe this should be 
John L. Diven (1827 ï 1872)??  I know of no John D. Diven, but then I did not know  
of the second James A. Diven. 
In 1872, sold to William W. McClure  
In1880, sold to D. Moffat & Co., of New York 

 
Perry County was at one time among the leading counties of the state in the tanning business and  
had tanneries in many localitiesé some of these are out of existence for half a century, an attempt  
has been made to record their locationséé.the Diven tannery in Landisburgééé 

21
 

 
--- 
 

James Diven warranted 195 acres in 1755 and later built a tannery thereon 
22

 
 

--- 
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é.the assessment roll of industries (in Tyrone Twp) included the following in the year 1814é..James 
Diven, Samuel Nickey, Robert Thompson, tanyards;é.. 

23
 

 
--- 

 
James Diven purchased Lot 20, on which he erected a dwelling. The Diven tannery was located on  
lots purchased by J. Scroggs and John Bigler, Scroggs building it and selling it to the younger James 
Diven, who died in 1816. It was then rented by the heirs until 1840 when it was purchased by James  
A. Diven, a son and one of the heirs. In 1853, it passed to John D. Diven who died in 1872. The 
tannery was then sold to William W. McClureéé. 

24
 

 

 
Both James A. and James L. and John L. were grandsons of James ñthe youngerò. The 
author may have meant to say James A. was the ñson of one of the heirsò, rather than 
ñthe son and one of the heirsò. Or else ñheirò included grandsons. These errors were 
copied right out of an earlier history book 25. 
 
I believe this tannery was rented by James A. until he died in 1840, then it may have  
been  purchased by his first cousin James L. then it went to John L. Diven, James L.ôs 
brother. But maybe NOT --  the will of James Alexander Diven (died 1840) appoints  
ñfriend James A. Divenò to supervise and direct his tanneries. And therein, again, lies  
the snaggle created by 4 generations of Divens, every family of which seemed to name 
one son James! 

 
Landisburg Items: W. W. McClure, of Tyrone Twp. Recently purchased the tannery, late of the property 
of John L. Diven, deceased, and it is now in successful operation under the management of James M. 
McClure, who is a practical tanner. 

26
 

 

This business is shown in the Atlas of 1863 on Water St. as belonging to John L. Diven; 
the later 1877 atlas shows it as belonging to James McClure. The location is consistent 
with a map of the original Landisburg lot numbers from the Perry Historians. John Linn 
Divenôs house, below, is on Lot 6 and the tannery on Lot 7: 
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Diven tannery and probable home of John Linn Diven, Water St., Landisburg 
Map of the counties of Perry, Juniata, and Mifflin Pennsylvania, 1863. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                 
 

Map of Landisburg, 1877, showing Jas. A. McClure as owner of this same property, and quite a  
few more lots to the east. Atlas of Perry, Juniata, and Mifflin Counties, Pennsylvania, 1877 
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This photo, labeled ñ1900 tannery, Landisburgò gives us a taste of what a tannery facility looked like, and 

based on the slant of the property, may be either tannery #1 or #2, both sited on down-sloping Water Street. 
(Perry Historical Society files.) 

 
 
The second Landisburg tannery:  
Lots 1, 2, 23, 24 were bought by James Diven the younger (1741 - 1818) [Lots 23 and 24 
were across the road from 1 and 2.] 
James Alexander Diven (grandson, and the same man who rented Tannery #1 after 1816 
or 1818) built a tannery on Lot 1 in 1831. 
In 1840, at James A. Divenôs death, it passed to Parkinson Hench and Samuel Black. 
In 1859, it sold to William Bleakley Diven (son of James A. and first cousin once removed 
to James and John Linn Diven) 
In 1867, it sold to James Murray (our great-grand-uncle, brother of William Murray) 
In 1870, it became the property of the Perry County Bank. It was later sold to R. H.  
Middleton & Co., who conveyed it to Peter A. Ahl & Co 

 
In 1831, another tannery was erected upon lot No. 1 by James Diven. Upon his death in 1840, the 
tannery passed to Parkinson Hench and Samuel Black, who were in possession until 1859, when 
William B. Diven, a son of the former owner, purchased it. In 1867, he sold to James Murray who 
operated it until 1870é.. 

27 
--- 

 
The ñOld Tanneryò, as it has been called of late ï a landmark in our town for over half centuryðwhere 
fortunes have been made and fortunes lost, has now been torn down by its last purchaser.  It was built 
by James Diven in the years 1831-32.  He had previously carried on the tanning business as a 
renter in the old tannery now owned by David Moffat & Co., of New York City.  In the year 1840 James 
Diven commenced enlarging his yard and purchased in Pittsburg[h] a steam engine and boiler, which 
he brought to the yard, but before it was put to its place he took sick, and after a short illness died. 

28
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--- 
 
A Valuable and Extensive Tannery, Late the property of James Diven, deceased, situate in the  
borough of Landisburg, Perry county, (14 miles northwest from the Cumberland Valley Railroad at 
Carlisle, and 15 miles southwest of the Juniata Canal at Newport) containing Fifty Vats, with the 
necessary Leeches, Limes, Bates, Pools and cistern, connected by pipes, two Barkmills, Roller, 
Hidemills and a new steam apparatus of seven horse power, in a suitable building under roof, read to 
attach Bark Mills and other machinery-and there is also a large and substantial Frame Building, two 
stories high, including Dry house, Currying and Beam shop, with 20 Handlers on the reeling system. 
There is a good supply of running water. On the yard are all necessary buildings, comprising Miss 
House, Bark houses, Leather house, &c. &c.; and also a good Frame Stable.  There is an  
inexhaustible supply of Bark in the neighborhood.  é..  Of the Estate of James Diven, decôd. 

29
. 

 
 

 
 

 
Tannery on Lot #1 Landisburg PA 

owned by W. B. Diven 
Map of the counties of Perry, Juniata, and Mifflin 

Pennsylvania, 1863. 
 

 
Tannery on creek-side half of Lot #1 

owned by Ahl and Co 
 Atlas of Perry, Juniata, and Mifflin Counties, 

Pennsylvania, 1877 
 

 

 
It would have been either tannery #1 or #2 which was cited in 1885 as, ñthe James Diven 
tannery in Landisburg, which is in good condition but idleò 30. Neither facility was in the 
hands of the Divens by that time. 
 
Tannery #3: In Kennedyôs Valley, Colonel William Graham, in 1842, erected a tannery  
and operated it until 1849, when he sold it to James L. and John L. Diven (brothers). They 
operated it until 1867, when it went back to William Graham. It was shut down in 1872. 
 
In Kennedyôs Valley,éColonel William Graham, in 1842, erected a tanneryé.and operated it until 1849 
when he sold it to James L. and John L. Diven [brothers]. They operated it until 1867é..  

31
  

 
--- 

 
About two and a half miles from the mouth of McCabeôs Run, in Kennedyôs Valley, Colonel William 
Graham, in 1842 , erected a tannery on land formerly Abram Waggonerôs.  He conducted business  
until 1849, and sold it to James L. and John L. Diven, who operated until 1858, when they conveyed  
to Solomon and Joseph Dewalt, who ran it until 1867, when it again came into the possession of  
Colonel William Graham, who continued business there until 1872, when it was abandoned.  History  
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Of That Part Of The Susquehanna And Juniata Valleys, Embraced In The Counties of Mifflin,  
Juniata, Perry, Union and Snyder, In the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, In Two Volumes, Vol II.  
Philadelphia: Everts, Peck & Richards, 1886. Page 970 

32
  

--- 
 
The Decennial Manufacturerôs Census of 1860 lists Joseph Dewalt as Operator of this tannery.  The 
Capital Appraisal of the property was $4,800, with 800 Dry Spanish hides valued at $6,000.  The 
tannery was powered by Horse and Water.  They employed three employees, earning a total of  
$16.00 per month. The Annual Product was 1600 sides of sole leather valued at $8000. 

33
 

 
Complicated by the fact that almost every Diven re-used the names James (one article 
read, ñSeveral James Divens were associated with early businesses in Landisburgò 34), 
what is clear is that generations of Divens -- some of whom had the same birth year! é. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

List of the names given Jamesô sons and their sons.  
The 3rd generation is probably a partial list of the James Divens in and around Landisburg during the time 
period of 1820- 1900. Of course, then there was a fourth generation of sons! And I already know there are 

some missing. 
 

 
é..operated tanneries in Landisburg from as early as 1755 through 1872.  
 
And some Divens became quite wealthy from the tanning business. The goods and 
chattels inventory of James Alexander Diven (son of Alexander, son of James) totaled 
$15,727 when he died in 1840. His will was full of instructions about the tanneries, and  
he appointed his ñfriendò James A. Diven to be director and supervisor of the tanneries  
as well as executor of his estate. I am not sure which Diven cousin this was!! 
 

  

 

 
sons of James (1741 - 1818) 

      2nd gen John James Alexander Joseph William 

      3rd gen James Alexander James Frank 
 

 
John James 

 
Andrew 

 

  
John 

 
Jesse 

 

  
Richard 

   

  
William 
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Back to our Diven generationsé.. 
 
James and Nancy Waddell Diven also did their part in producing Divens, 5 sons [John, 
James, Alexander, Joseph, and William] and 3 daughters [Mary, Margaret, and Ann].  
Our forbearer waséééé 
 

 John Diven (b. 1778 Spring Twp, Cumberland, PA ï d. 1839 Landisburg, Perry 
Co.) who married Anna Jane Linn (1787-1838) in November 1817 Bellefonte, Centre  
Co, PA.  
 
Records indicate John was born in Spring Twp, perhaps on the same property we have 
shown in the warrant map above, owned by Alexander and James, his grandfather and 
father. We know that James finally received the patent to Alexanderôs land in 1812. So 
what happened to the land when James died in 1818? James had 5 sons who may have 
inherited or purchased the land from the estate. However, 45 years later, when county 
Atlases were published (1863 and 1877), there was no property on which Divens were 
shown to be living out in the western portion of the township. And there are no Divens in 
the deed Indices, either being Grantors or Grantees in Carroll, Spring or Tyrone Twps, at 
the Perry Historical Society. So presently, we donôt know what happened to the original 
farm. 
 
A newspaper clipping seen at the Lenig Library of the Perry Historians said that John was 
living in Chambersburg PA in 1812.  However, the Advocate and Press newspaper in 
October 1889 35 published a description of a home built by John Diven ñin 1812 or 1814 
for Wm. Power, grandfather of Major Wm. Powerò. The article goes on to list all the 
families who lived in the house. As Diven did not occupy the house at any time, we are  
led to wonder if building was Johnôs occupation at this point in his life.   
 
The year before his marriage, 1816, John moved to Landisburg 36, where he became an 
elder of the Landisburg Presbyterian Church 37 and trustee of the school there. He married 
Anna Jane Linn (1787-1838) in November 1817 in Bellefonte, Centre Co, PA. The 
marriage service was conducted by Rev James Linn, Annaôs brother, the pastor at the 
First Presbyterian Church in Bellefonte. (It is interesting that it was NOT performed by  
her father who was still living and serving as pastor in nearly Madison Twp!)  
 
In 1820, John pledged $30 38 to the subscription of moneys raised to show the Governor 
that county buildings could be supported by townsfolk if he placed the county seat in 
Landisburg. (He did not do so.) In the federal census of 1830, the couple lived 7 houses 
away from Samuel Linn (another of Annaôs brothers) in Landisburg. The couple had two 
sons, James Linn Diven and John Linn Diven, and two daughters, Mary Gettys Diven  
and Anna Belle Diven between 1819 and 1827. 
 
In 1834, John and Anna Jane moved to a farm (another record said he bought a mill 
just south of Alinda) in Spring Twp, Perry Co. 39 This property must have been very  
near that of his nephew John P. Diven.  
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John died young and intestate, leaving James Linn Diven and two minor children, which 
means there was some legal documentation of his properties. A petition to the Orphanôs 
Court in 1840 describes two tracts of land left by John in Tyrone Twp: 20 acres 
unimproved land, adjoining lands of heirs of William Power, heirs of Abraham Fulwiler, 
and Joseph Wilson; the other 60 acres on which John had erected a grist mill, a frame 
house a log barn, and a tenant house, adjacent to lands owned by heirs of William  
Foster, Judge Junkin, Beitzel, and Shively. 
 
The information that Judge Junkinôs home was just north of the intersection of (now) 
routes 850 and 74 in Alinda helps us estimate the location of this Diven farm as being  
very close to that intersection. Unfortunately, the survey, done in October 1840, does not 
provide north-south orientation to help answer this question. Nor does the Atlas of 1863, 
as none of those names appears there. 
 

 
 

1840 surveys of the properties owned by John Diven (1778 ï 1839). I suspect these properties  
were close to the junction of (now) Routes 74 and 850 in Alinda, Spring Twp. The upper one  

may actually have been AT the intersection. 
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Alinda, Spring Township, Perry Co., PA. 

 
According to estate documents, the John 

Diven farm adjoined the Junkin farm in the 
1840ôs. 

 
The location of the Junkin property, sold in 
1853, is indicated by the upper right ellipse. 
(See more about this property in the Junkin 

section.) 
 

The lower left ellipse marks the property of 
John P. Diven (1808-1872), the only property 
owned by a Diven family in the township at 

the time of this Atlas. 
 

Map of the counties of Perry, Juniata, and 
Mifflin Pennsylvania, 1863. 

 
 
 
Later that year, James, young Johnôs guardian (uncle Andrew Linn) and young Anna 
Belleôs guardian (and future father-in-law Henry Fetter) appeared in Orphanôs Court  
again, at which time it appears that the land parcels had been divided and were to be 
sold. James Linn Divenôs biography indicates he bought the farm, although he did not 
 live there long.  
 
John and Anna Janeôs daughter Anna Belle (1823 ï 1897) married William Fetter, the  
son of her guardian in 1845 and had 6 children. Both are buried in Landisburg Cemetery. 
 

 

Perry County Democrat, 20-Feb-1845 edition (Perry County Historical Society records) 

 
Son John Linn Diven (1827 ï 1872) went into the tannery business with his brother  
James Linn Diven, as we have seen. He married Mary Jane Niblock in 1848 (5  
children ensued) é 
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Perry County Democrat, 18-Apr-1850 edition. (Perry County Historical Society records) 

 
é..and then Emily E. Kennedy shortly after Mary Janeôs death in 1860. John had two 
more children with his second wife. John Linn and his first wife are buried in Landisburg 
Cemetery. Emily remarried a man named Fleisher and lived until 1924; her grave  
location is unknown to us. 
 
Our ancestor John Diven died in 1839; his wife Anna Jane Linn Diven preceded him by a 
year. Both are buried at Centre Presbyterian Church Cemetery, along with daughter Mary 
Gettys, who died before them.   
 
 

  
 

Gravestones of John Diven, left (1778 ï1839) and Anna Jane Linn Diven, right (1787-1838) 
Cemetery of Centre Presbyterian Church, Perry Co, PA (Photos by the author, 2010) 
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 James Linn Diven (1819-1901) 
James Linn Divenôs first wife, Elizabeth Junkin (b. 1819 Cumberland Co, PA ï 1847  
New Bloomfield, Perry, PA), was our great-great-grandmother. Married in 1839é.. 
 

 
 

Perry County Democrat, 10-Oct-1839 edition   (Perry County Historical Society records) 

 
  
é..  the couple had four daughters before Elizabeth died in 1847: 
 

o Anna M. Diven (1840 - aft 1910). Married George Stoop and had one daughter, 
Elizabeth; 

o Jane McClure Diven (1843 ï 1881) Did not marry, buried in Landisburg cemetery; 
o Sarah Elizabeth Belgium Diven (1843 ï 1894) Did not marry, buried in Landisburg 
cemetery (stone says ñSarah Bell Divenò); and 

o Emma J. Diven (1846 ï 1905), my great-grandmother. 

 
Before we discuss the Divens any further, hereôs some information about Elizabethôs 
family: 
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The Junkins 
 

Junkin Name Meaning 
 

Irish: reduced form of McJunkin, which is a patronymic based on the Middle English personal name 
Jenkin.  
McJunkin Irish: Anglicized form of Gaelic Mac Seanc²n óson of Seancínô, Gaelic form of the Middle 
English personal name Jenkin.  
Jenkin English (chiefly Devon): from the Middle English personal name Jenkin, a pet form of John  
with the addition of the suffix -kin (of Low German origin) 

40
 

 
 

 Benjamin Jonkien/Junkin (b. ?? presumably in Northern Ireland and may have 
died between 1789 and 1790, Chester Co, PA), married a woman named Margaret.  
The one son we know of, our ancestor David, was born in Antrim Ireland in 1721, a  
fact which allows us to set a bracket around the dates 1721 and 1778 for their  
immigration to the Colonies. 
 
The Pennsylvania archives ñColonies and Revolution: To 1815ñ collection at footnote.com  
provided several documents which contain the name Benjamin Junkin and which may 
refer to our ancestor or to a son or grandson of the same name. These place him in 
Chester County, PA, which is where many early Scots-Irish settled: 
 

The first settlement of Scotch-Irish in America occurred as early as 1632 along the Eastern shore of 
Maryland when this new land was granted to Lord Baltimore; but the migration began in earnest  
about 1718 or 1719 after a series of bad harvests in Ulster. The immigrants landed at Philadelphia after 
a sea journey of two months or more during which they endured many hardships. From Philadelphia 
they went north to Bucks County or south to Chester County,é. 
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However, many of these documents create a picture of a man who might not be nearly as 
old as we would hypothesize Benjamin to be. If his son David was really born in 1721, 
then Benjamin might have been born between 1700 and 1705. In 1778, he would have 
been too old to have served in the Revolutionary War. Perhaps father Benjamin Junkin  
did not come to the colonies along with son David. Perhaps the citations I found refer to  
a son of his, brother to Davidééé. 
 
From the Pennsylvania Archives. 
 

o The 1779 East Pennsborough Twp, Chester Co. listed Benjamin Junkin as a 
landholder of 240 acres; A ñWidow Junkinsò was named in 1780 as owning 3  
cattle but no acreage, which may set the date of Benjaminôs death?? 42 

o Confusingly, a Benjamin Junkin was named in 1798 as a surety of the sheriff of 
Cumberland County. Perhaps the widow Junkins was not our Davidôs widow!! 
Probably, this is a different Benjamin? 43 

o Benjamin was listed as an ensign in the Seventh battalion, County of  
Cumberland, in service January 1778. 44 

 
My guess here is that all these, and the Archives citations below refer to the same  
Junkin family, because there were not a huge number of Junkin ñhitsò in a search of  

http://www.ancestry.com/facts/Junkin-name-meaning.ashx?fid=10&ln=McJunkin&fn=&yr=1880&
http://www.ancestry.com/facts/Junkin-name-meaning.ashx?fid=10&ln=Jenkin&fn=&yr=1880&
http://www.ancestry.com/facts/McJunkin-name-meaning.ashx?fid=10&ln=Jenkin&fn=&yr=1880&
http://www.ancestry.com/facts/Jenkin-name-meaning.ashx?fid=10&ln=John&fn=&yr=1880&
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the Colonial-period Pennsylvania Archives. It may be that they used given names 
repeatedly, however, adding to the confusion. 
 

 David Junkin was born in 1721 in Carnmoney, Antrim, Ireland and died in 1793  
in Oxford, Chester Co, PA. Davidôs wife Jane Russell Jonkien was born in 1725 in 
Carnmoney, Antrim, Ireland and died in 1775 in East Nottingham, Chester, PA.  
 
The Pennsylvania archives provided several documents which contain the name David 
Junkin and are probably our ancestor: 
 

o In 1765, David owned 103 acres, 2 horses, 4 cattle, 10 sheep, 0 servants in East 
Nottingham, Chester Co, PA. 45 

o 1768, David owned 114 acres, 2 horses, 4 cattle, 3 sheep, 0 servants in East 
Nottingham, Chester Co, PA. 46. There was also a listing for the following year  
and 1771, but you get the ideaééé 

o We found him in lists of Freemen in Eastown, Chester Co, PA in 1780 and 1779.47  
o David paid $6.11 (maybe pounds?) in tax in 1785 to East Pennsborough Twp, 

Chester Co. 48 
o David, though ñsickò is listed in the muster rolls for Eastown in 1784ðseems 

unlikely to be this generation David, although maybe? Might also be Johnôs son, 
born 1776. John Junkin was the Captain of the company and Samuel, a private. 49 

o List of the Male White Inhabitants between the ages of 18 and 53 years, Eastown, 
Chester Co. And the Eastown Militia Company. 1783. (Neither of the Davids we 
know of fit the age specifications??) 50 
 

 John Junkin (1752 - after 1795), was born in Oxford, Chester Co PA and 
supposedly (OPD) died in Ohio. His wifeôs name was Ann. All their children were 
supposedly born in Chester Co, PA, and therefore, they probably resided there until at 
least 1795. 
 
The Pennsylvania archives provided several documents which contain the name ñJohn 
Junkinò and which seem to pertain to this generationôs John Junkin. Oddly, if he had been 
born in 1752, he would have been of the correct age to serve in the Revolution, and I did 
not turn up any revolutionary War Muster Rolls with his name on them.  
 

o We found him in lists of Freemen in Eastown, Chester Co, PA in 1780 and 1779;  
a Samuel Junkin is listed as an ñinmateò in both years. 51  

o He also paid $15.0 (maybe those are in pounds?) in tax in 1780 to East 
Pennsborough Twp, Chester Co. and 14.9 in 1785. 52 

o List of the Male White Inhabitants between the ages of 18 and 53 years, Eastown, 
Chester Co. And the Eastown Militia Company. 1783. 53 

o John Junkin was the Captain of the 4th Company, 2nd battalion, and Samuel  
was a private in the Eastown Militia Rolls 54 

o John and Samuel both paid taxes to Eastown Twp, Chester Co. in 1785 55 
 

 John Junkin (b. 1795 Oxford, Chester Co, PA ï 1865 Coshocton, Oxford,  
Ohio) and Maria Adams Junkin (b. about 1800 somewhere in PA - 1835) were  
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Elizabethôs parents. Maria hailed from Cumberland Co, and their first child may have  
been born in 1817. 

The Pennsylvania archives provided several documents which contain the name ñJohn 
Junkinò which probably pertain to this next generation:   

 
o The muster rolls of the War of 1812 provide us with several mentions of John, but 

most interestingly, that John Junkin commanded a company of volunteer riflemen 
in the 134th regiment, Pennsylvania militia, 5th battalion, second detachment, in  
the service of the US from October 2nd, 1812 to April 17th, 1813. 56 

o Also, as a result, he was involved in the paymaster duties of militia stationed at 
Erie.57  

o Confusingly, a Benjamin Junkin (the rev. War soldier?) was named in 1798 as a 
surety of the sheriff of Cumberland County. The timing of this makes me wonder if 
this Benjamin were not a brother, uncle, or even great-uncle to ñourò John? I think  
it likely to have been a close relative. 58 
 

John was in Cumberland Co. before 1817 (his wife was said to have been ñof Cumberland 
Countyò and their first daughter was born in 1817), more specifically in Carlisle, PA in 
1822 where son Benjamin was reported to have been born (OPD), and thené 
 
ñin April, 1823, removed from Cumberland to Perry County, PA, where he purchased the Stroop 
farmélocated near Landisburg. Here he continued his residence until 1853 or ó54, when, having sold 
the property, he removed with his second wife and family to Muscatine Co., Iowaò. 
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The fact that he may have died in Ohio (OPD) seems out of line with his migration to Iowa. 
 
The Stroop/Junkin house at Alinda was one of the large brick homes which typified the 
economic success in the early 1800ôs in the Landisburg area. 60 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

John Junkin purchased this 
beautiful farm house in Alinda, 

(now Spring Twp) in 1823  
from the Stroops.  

 
(Photo by author, 2011) 
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John had eight children with Maria (between 1818 ï 1833) before she died in 1835.  
Maria was buried at Centre Presbyterian Cemetery, along with some other Junkins  
whose relation to John I have not yet determined éééé 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Gravestone of Maria Adams 
Junkin  

(abt 1800 ï 1835) 
Cemetery of Centre 

Presbyterian Church, Perry Co, 
PA 

 
(Photo by author, 2010) 

 
 
John then had eight more children with his second wife Susanna Guss Junkin.  
 
Judge John Junkinôs signature on an 1840 document: 

                                                                             
 
A girlsô school, Willow Grove Female Seminary or Landisburg Female Seminary, was  
held in the home of the Junkins, in Alinda from 1841 until 1854 (when Junkin sold the 
property). John Junkin, James Diven, Sr., and others were named trustees of the school, 
in a special act of the Pennsylvania Legislature, June 12, 1840. It is assumed that the 
unnamed school in the act of the Legislature was the same school. 61  
 
One article points to this seminary, as well as the Mt. Dempsey Academy in Landisburg, 
as examples of the Scots-Irish interest in education. 62 
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Sketch of a water-color painting, done by O.P. Wright in 1867 of the property which had been the Junkin 
farm and the Willow Grove Seminary. (A Scrapbook of Schoolhouses in Perry County, volume 5,  page 

90. Margie Becker. Perry Historians, publishers) 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1852 advertisement for the Willow Grove 
Female Seminary. 

 
(A Scrapbook of Schoolhouses in Perry 

County, volume 5, page 92. 
Margie Becker. Perry Historians, 

publishers) 

 


