
 

The Ancestry of Frank T. Craven  
and Nancy Manship Craven  

From Craven, Brook, Kitching, Gough,  
Manship, Kirkham, Durden, Murray, Diven, Linn, 

Junkin, Gettys, and Ramsey Surname Lines  
 

Chapter 1: The Cravens, Kitchings, Brooks, and Goughs 
 

 
1977 tree of the Craven side of our family (Melissa Craven).  

For the current lineage information, see the end of this chapter, the family genealogy web site at 

http://www.melissacravenfowler.com/Genealogy.html, or  

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?db=melissaf52. 

 
Craven Name Meaning  

English: regional name from the district of West Yorkshire so called, which is probably ógarlic placeô, 
from a British word, the ancestor of Welsh craf ógarlicô. 

1
 

Where is Craven? 

Craven is a local government district in North Yorkshire, England. The name Craven is Celtic 
(Cumbric) in origin and is related to the Welsh word craf, or "garlic". In the Middle Ages, the area was 
known for its wild garlic. 

Craven or Cravenshire has been used as a name for the area around Skipton for centuries, although 
the boundaries have differed. Occasionally Craven has included the local towns of Keighley (now part 
of the City of Bradford) and Barnoldswick (now part of the Lancashire borough of Pendle). 
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My father, Frank Tempest Craven (1914-1962), was born in Greystone (North 
Providence), Rhode Island, where his British immigrant parents were working in the 
woolen mills. His father, Alfred Craven (1873-1929), and mother, Jane Brook Craven 
(1878-1955), were both raised near Bradford, England and harkened from multiple 
generations of textile workers in industrialized Yorkshire, some in Great Horton and 
some in nearby Clayton. It was very interesting to me to learn about the industrial 
revolution and the mills in Yorkshire and the U.S. So rather than add pages of 
summarized history here, Iôll direct readers to Appendix A for that information. 
 

 

The Craven Lineage 
 
We are not certain of the parentage of Joshua Craven, the earliest Craven I can identify 
with certainty. However, researcher Adrian Greenwood hypothesizes: 
 

That the previous generation to our William and Joshua was Joseph Craven, coalminer, (aged 70-74 
in the 1841 census and living on the High Street in Horton, therefore born 1767-1771) and his wife 
Hannah Howe, who died ñwife of Joseph Craven of Heaton Roydsò, aged 43, and buried on the 4

th
 

March 1819, therefore born c.1776. Joseph and Hannah (perhaps called ñAnnò) married on 21
st
 June 

1802 in Bradford church. The marriage record is bald, with no occupation or residence, but is the only 
one that seems possible. I cannot rule out that Joseph had been previously married or remarried later, 
but I can see only two possibilities (to Mary Thomas 11 September 1827, and to Elizabeth Hill 11 
October 1836).  
 
That they had the following children NONE of whom are in the IGI (ie not Bradford or Baildon parish 
churches or the two biggest non-conformist churches in Kirkgate or Westgate.) All (except Rebecca!) 
are coalminers. All were living in Horton or Four Lane Ends. 
Rebecca    ñdau of Josephò buried 1803, presumably in her first year. 
Joshua  1811 (1861 census, born Baildon) 
Joseph 1812  (1851 census, born Heaton) 
Isaac  1813 (1851 census, born Baildon) 
William 1815 (1851 census, born Baildon). 
 
That there are other children, probably girls, in around 1805, 1807, 1809 and 1817. Likely names 
are Hannah, Elizabeth (Betty), Martha, Mary and Sarah. There may have been others of both sexes 
who died young. I am least sure of Joseph as he is wedged between Joshua and Isaac and was born 
in Heaton. However I am sure naming patterns would have meant they would have had both a Joseph 
and a Hannah. 
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--- 

I am fairly sure that the coalmining Cravens of Horton and Four Lane Ends all moved there from 
Baildon Moor in about 1820, either en bloc as a family or one after the other. The coalmines of Baildon 
were running out by 1820, and they closed down one after the other, the coal being of poor quality. 
There was a new mine run by the firm of Holdsworth and Aked in Girlington, which employed 150 
people, and maybe others too, and this would have attracted the miners from Baildon. One of the 
census entries had instead of Baildon "Helwick" as a place of origin. This was the old dialect 
pronunciation for Eldwick, which is that part of Bingley which abuts Baildon Moor, and was very near 
one of the abandoned coal pits, probably technically Baildon Parish but actually much nearer Bingley. 
One old record has a Baildon vicar complaining that the miners never came to church. This might 
explain why we still cannot find a single Craven or Cawthera baptism. Later generations were like your 
Holdsworths, non-conformist. 
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Hopefully, Adrian will continue researching this issue and provide a clear answer in the 
future. 
 

 Joshua Craven (born 1811 ï between 1861 and 1871) married Priscilla 
Holdsworth (1811 ï 1872) 
In the British census records in which we were able to locate him (in 1841, 1851, and 
1861), Joshua (also found spelled Josua) was a coal miner in Great Horton, Bradford, 
Yorkshire 5.  
 
Wife Priscilla, daughter of John Holdsworth and Charlotte Holdsworth Holdsworth 6 (also 
found spelled Prisilla, Pricilla) was employed as a worsted power loom weaver in the 
1851 census only. Priscillaôs parents lived next door to Priscilla and Joshua on Paradise 
Green, Horton for as long as they and Priscilla lived. 
 
Son Zechariah Craven (also found spelled Zachariah, Zacharias, Gackarins 7) followed 
his father Joshua into the coal mines by the time he was 15, while siblings Sarah, 
William, and Elizabeth were working as weavers, spinners, and warehousemen in the 
textile industry.  (Master weavers employed a number of employees who worked a 
handloom at home through the 1840ôs when that practice was phased out and factory 
powerlooms were increasingly used. So itôs not known whether Sarah, below, may have 
actually worked in a factory in the 1860ôs or in a cottage. See Appendix A for more on 
the worsted industry.) 
 
Joshua died between the times the 1861 and 1871 censuses were taken, as we find 
Priscilla as head of household in 1871 with Sarah A (or Sarah Jane in this record), 
Elizabeth and a grandson Calvin Craven still at home in Paradise Green. Records at 
FreeBMD.org cite the deaths of several Joshua Cravens in the Bradford District in 1862, 
1863 and 1868, any of whom could be our ancestor. Priscilla died in 1872.  
 
Son William lived in Little Horton with his wife Elizabeth in 1881and in Listerhills in 1901, 
working in a ñstuffwarehouseò 8 as a salesman and later manager; they may not have 
had any children -- at least there was none living with them in 1881 when they were both 
age 39.  
 
Daughter Phebe married Jonathan Bairstow (a boot- and shoe-maker in Bradford) 
sometime after 1851; her one child Albert was born about 1858. Phebe died in June 
1875, and Jonathon remarried before 1881. 
 
Daughter Eliza (born 1850) probably died before 1861, as she is not shown in any but 
the 1851 census. Elizabeth and Sarah were still with Priscilla in 1871, but we have no 
further information on Elizabeth. Eliza and Elizabeth are both listed in the census of 
1851, so they were actually two different daughters with similar names. 
 
Grandson Calvin, born about 1860 and shown living with the family in 1861 and 1871 
censuses, was Sarahôs son. We found Sarah and Calvin later as well -- in 1881 and 
1891on Lidget Place 9 in Great Horton, Sarah (single) a worsted weaver and Calvin a 
wool warehouseman; also in 1901 in Listerhills with Calvinôs wife Elizabeth and two sons, 
David and William.  
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Portion of 1861 census page for 5 Paradise Green, Great Horton, Bradford, Yorkshire, England. In all 
the years Joshua and Priscilla show up in the British census records, they lived on Paradise Green, 

next door to Priscillaôs parents. 
 

  
 

 
 

Panorama view of wide street (= òGreenò area?) nearby the Paradise Green Post Office, Horton, 
Bradford, Yorkshire, England. Now considered Clayton St. (Google maps street view) 
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 Zechariah Craven (1846 ï 1912) married Elizabeth Anne Kitching (1847 - 
1922) in December 1868. After starting in the coal mine at (or before) age 15, Zechariah 
graduated to a ñstuff warehousemanò  10 by 1871 and was listed as such in the 1871, 
1881, 1901 and 1911 censuses (he was listed as retired in 1911).  
 
 
 

 

 
 

Portion of 1871 census page for 18 Paradise Green, Great Horton, Bradford, Yorkshire, England. 
Zechariah, married, with first son Arthur, less than one year old. 

 
 
 

 
 

Zechariah and Elizabeth Anne Kitching Craven 
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Adrian Greenwood responded to my question concerning possible burial sites for 
Zechariah and Elizabeth in the Bradford area: 
 

Needle in a haystack I'm afraid. There's no central register, and there were dozens and dozens of 
burial plots. The huge municipal ones might be worth a look. They were Scholemoor (in Horton) and 
Undercliffe for the northern parts of Bradford, but my more recent family were buried in Nab Wood for 
example and the Victorian relatives were buried in non-conformist plots, Heaton Methodist Chapel for 
example. If they were non-conformists they might have been buried in smaller plots near to their 
church. Increasingly though post-1900 these were often full, as was the Cathedral and people had to 
rely on the municipal ones. I do have a partial index for the Cathedral, which I've just checked. The 
Cravens were certainly not buried there. Don't have the others I'm afraid. 
 
I'm afraid I don't know of any searching tools either, but you might find something on the internet. The 
Bradford FHS did some work on burials some years ago but I have never found anything very helpful 
on burials in my trips to the Bradford Archives. 
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 Alfred Craven (1873-1929) married Jane Brook (1878-1955)] 
 
Before we consider Alfred and siblings, letôs examine his motherôs family.  
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The Kitching Lineage 

Kitching Name Meaning  
 

English and Scottish: variant spelling of Kitchen. 
(http://www.ancestry.com/facts/kitching-family-history-uk.ashx) 

 
Zechariahôs wife, Elizabeth Anne Kitching (1847- 1922) was born into another mill family, 
in Clayton 12, just a few miles southwest of Great Horton. 
 

 John Kitching (1821 - 1890) married Elizabeth Greenwood (1821 - 1903) 
We know the following from British census records: In 1841, Elizabeth Anne Kitchingôs 
father John was farming in Clayton, Yorkshire and living at Nab End with two brothers 
Samuel and Richard.  
 
In 1851, John and Elizabeth were living in Town Bottom, Clayton, Yorkshire. John (31) 
was a grocer and they had 4 children (Albert, Sam, Elizabeth and Nancy). 
 
In 1861, John Kitching and Elizabeth were living at 24 Back Fold, Clayton Yorkshire. 
John was a warehouseman, and the children (ages 14 to 18) were working in the 
industry also:  Albert was a warpdresser, Sam was a ñJober in a factoryò 13, and my great 
grandmother Elizabeth Anne (age14) was a worsted spinner. There were four younger 
children, including a daughter, Emma.  (Master weavers employed a number of 
employees who worked a handloom at home through the 1840ôs when that practice was 
phased out and powerlooms were increasingly used. So itôs not known whether Elizabeth 
Anne may have actually worked in a factory in the 1860ôs or in a cottage. (See Appendix 
A for more on the worsted industry.) 
 
 
 

 
Two views of Back Fold, Clayton, Yorkshire. 
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In 1871, the family was at 137 Lidget, Clayton, Yorkshire.  John at 50 was still a 
warehouseman; daughters Nancy (20), Matilda (18), and Emma (16) were alpaca and 
worsted powerloom weavers, which means they would have been working in the 
factories to use the power equipment, unlike earlier days; Lydia (14) was a worsted 
spinner, and John (12) was still in school. 
 
In 1881, John Elizabeth, daughters Nancy (29), Matilda (27) and Lydia (24) and son 
John (22) were still in Lidget. The young women were all worsted weavers; John Sr. was 
a warehouseman and John, Jr. was a wool sorter. The Office of National Statistics, 
National Archives, Kew, Richmond, Surrey UK (FreeBMD.org.uk) reported that John died 
in June of 1890 and Elizabeth survived him until 1903.  
 
Johnôs and Elizabethôs son Albert Kitching married Sabina Mitchell before1868, and 
censused with wife and children in Clayton through 1901. He worked in worsted and then 
cotton mills and died in 1912 in North Bierley.  
 
Their son Sam Kitching married Sarah Ann Barraclough and also worked in the worsted 
industry in the West Riding of Yorkshire for as long as we can follow him. In neither of 
the sonsô census records do we find mother Elizabeth living with the family. Nor do we 
find Elizabeth with Elizabeth Anne and Zechariah. 
 
We lose Nancyôs trail after the census of 1881, at which time she was age 29 or 32, 
depending on the source, and still at home with her parents. I have not found any 
marriage information for her, nor any further census data. 
 
Lydia married Wandal Watkin, a baker, in 1885 and had 5 daughters and one son before 
dying in 1898 in North Bierley, Yorkshire. In 1901, the Watkin family was living in Clayton 
along with Lydiaôs sister Matilda Kitching, who was listed as a servant; probably she was 
keeping house and raising her sisterôs children. We then found the family plus Matilda in 
Sanford, Maine in 1910 (Matilda still listed as servant), after having immigrated in 1903; 
and later in 1930 (as ñauntò) with three remaining unmarried now-adult children, Ida, 
Albert, and Myra. Wandal died in 1912. 
 
Emma Kitching married Stephen Farrand, a warp dresser, in 1879; they lived in Great 
Horton in 1881, Clayton in 1891 with daughter Ruth (born 1881), and Bradford in 1901. 
In 1903, Emma and Ruth immigrated to Maine, travelling with her brother-in-law and 
children, the Watkins, and her sister Matilda Kitching. Stephen had preceded them. 
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List or Manifest of Alien Passengers for the U.S. Immigration Officer at Port of Arrival,  
S.S. Columbus, Liverpool to Boston, 1 October 1903, detail. 

 
 
The person they all listed under  ñgoing to join a relative or friendò was Stephen Farrand 
in Sanford, Maine, their brother-in-law, uncle, husband, and father, who preceded them 
to the U.S. in June 1903 aboard the  S.S. Commonwealth (Liverpool to Boston). At that 
date, he claimed HIS sponsor to be a nephew Francis Kitchen (Kitching) in, of course, 
Sanford, Maine. Thatôs got to have been John Francis Kitching, son of Sam and Sarah 
and, yes, a nephew of Emmaôs. I have not found J. F.ôs arrival manifest, but he was living 
in Sanford, Maine in 1900 with his wife, Ethel Murdoch and Ethelôs parents and sister. 
The two men had arrived in the U.S. in 1897 (Father Thomas Murdock and J.F.Kitching) 
and the three women in 1898. 
 
Stephen must have died between then and 1910, because in 1910, the U.S. census 
recorded Emma living with her nephew John F. Kitching and his two sons, Harry and 
Norman (now sans wife Ethel) in Sanford, Maine, along with boarder Lillian Hanson, who 
arrived in the U.S. from England in 1914, alone. There is a record in the BMD of an 
Emma Farrand dying in 1922 in North Bierley Yorkshire, so itôs likely that Emma returned 
to England sometime after 1910. 
 
And to further confuse the families, in 1920, John Kitching is listed as head of household, 
with sons Harry and Norman, as well as boarders Myra and Harry Watkin and (now) 
housekeeper Lillian (Lily Ann) Hanson. Where Matilda was at this point is anyoneôs 
guess ï she was still in Maine with three of Lydia and Wandalôs children in 1930 and 
would have been almost 80 years old at that point. Pretty safe to say she died in Maine 
fairly soon after that.  
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Was Lillian Hanson a relative? Who knows? Her 1914 ocean passage to the U.S. turned 
up in a web search for John F. Kitching, but that passage document contained no 
Kitching reference. She could easily be a niece, cousin, sister-in-law. Anyoneôs guess at 
this point! 
 
Just for the heck of it, I put the words ñNorman E. Kitchingò into a web search window 
one day and got one hit: a phone book in Palo Alto, CA for that name and another for N. 
E. Kitching. Turns out these are Norman Kitching the second and third! Sadly, the 
Kitchings, whom I contacted, were not forthcoming with any more family information or 
photos. 
 
The take-home lesson here is that a whole passel of Kitchings came to the U.S. in the 
late 1800ôs and early 1900ôs. They obviously lived nearby one another, were helping 
each other survive the deaths of young mothers, and cousins ended up living together as 
they aged. I would not be surprised if more of them came, other grandsons of John 
Kitching (1821 - 1890) and Elizabeth (1821 - 1903). But it is clear that when my 
grandfather Alfred arrived in Maine, he landed in the bosom of his motherôs family. 
 
BTW, in 1952, Frank T. Craven and Nancy Linn Craven drove Jane Brook Craven to visit 
what we suspect was the remainder of the Kitching clan in Ogunquit, Maine, an elderly 
lady whom we think was Myra Watkin. Myra phoned my mother in the 1960ôs about a 
possible inheritance from some relative, but nothing came of it.  
 
Of Elizabeth Anne, we know onlyééé 
 

 Elizabeth Anne Kitching (1847 ï March 1922) married Zechariah Craven 
(March 1846 ï March 1912) in December 1868, and they had their first son, Arthur in 
1871. My grandfather, Alfred, was the next-born, in 1873.  
 

 
 

Portion of 1871 census page for 18 Paradise Green, Great Horton, Bradford, Yorkshire, England. 

 
 

 Alfred Craven (1873-1929) married Jane Brook (1878-1955) 
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About Alfred and his siblings 

 
Alfred Craven, was one of 7 children, and second oldest, born to Zechariah and 
Elizabeth Anne in the period between 1871 and 1890 in Bradford Yorkshire, England. 
According to her report in the 1911 census, Elizabeth also had three children who died. 
As none of them showed up in any census record, they must have died very young. 
 
Alfred was working as a warp twister at the age of 14 or before. ñAlfred went to work to 
support the familyò, is the story his brother John (Jack) told us.  

 

 
 

 
Portion of 1891 census page for Great Horton, Bradford, Yorkshire, England.  

They were living at 4 Lidget Place 
15

. 

 
 

 

 
 

4 Lidget Place (on the right with the brown door), Horton, Bradford, Yorkshire.  
(Google maps street view) 
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In 1891, both Arthur (age 20) and Alfred (14) were bringing money into the household. 
The five younger children were all in school.  

 
 

 
 

Portion of 1901 census page for Horton, Bradford, Yorkshire, England.  
They were still living at 4 Lidget Place. 

 
 

Ten years later, 1901, everyone but mother Elizabeth and 10-year-old John was working. 
Alfred emigrated to the U.S. in 1905 and Charlie to New Zealand in 1903, plus Annie 
married in 1905. So, depending on whether the emigrants sent money home to England, 
the family income may have dropped precipitously between 1901 and 1905. Jack would 
have been only 15.  
 
In 1911, Zechariah was within a year of dying and was not working; Alice (24) was living 
with them and working as a weaver of dress goods; John/Jack (20) was a wool sorter; 
and Annie had returned, widowed, from the U.S with her son Charlie and was also a 
dress goods weaver. So three people were working in the local area to support their 
parents. 
 
Alfred arrived in the USA April 21, 1905 aboard the S. S. Saxonia (Liverpool to Boston). 
Alfredôs shipôs passenger manifest lists him as a ñwarp dresserò 16 and his destination as 
Springvale-Sanford, Maine 17ò.  The people he named in the U.S. as friends or relatives 
were ñfriend Wandel Watkins and Aunt Mrs. Emma Farrer, Springvale-Sanford USAò. So 
Alfred came to Maine, assisted by his motherôs sister Emma Kitching Farrer, who had 
immigrated before him and by his Aunt Lydia Kitchingôs widower. As we have seen, 
above, he had other Kitching relatives in Maine as well. 
 
 

 
 

List or Manifest of Alien Passengers for the U.S. Immigration Officer at Port of Arrival, 
S.S. Saxonia, Liverpool to Boston, 21 April 1905, detail. 
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Was Alfred making more money in the U.S. than he had in Yorkshire? According to this 
article written by Harrison Benn, he was! Of course, it was to Bennôs advantage to claim 
so. Perhaps when Jack singled Alfred out by saying, ñAlfred went to work to support the 
familyò, he meant that Alfred had sent crucial money home to England. We cannot be 
sure. 
 

Which is the better off? --- Cost of living a little cheaper in England but wages less than half of 
the American scale ï Mr. Harrison Benn, owner of woolen mills in England and also in Rhode Island, 
and therefore well informed on the subject of cost of loving and wages in both countries, has written 
the following letter: 
é.As chairman of a company will mills in Clayton and Bradford, England, and president of a 
corporation with mills in Greystone, near Providence, Rhode Island, America, I am in a practical 
position to weigh the advantages and disadvantages of Free-Trade and Protection. 
The English and American mills comb, spin, and weave exactly the same classes of wool, alpaca, and 
mohair, and the same qualities of yarns and cloth are interchangeable. The machinery in all the mills 
are identically the same. Many of the work-people at Greystone worked in our Bradford mills. At 
Clayton and Greystone are cooperative stores managed entirely by the workingmen, and it would be 
very difficult, if not impossible, to obtain fairer conditions for comparing the cost of living in two 
countrieséé 
éI have ascertained the quantities of the é ñevery-day necessary articles of foodò consumed by 
families, ranging from two to thirteen persons, and find the average cost to each Greystonian is 3 ¼ d. 
more per week than the Clayonian. A family of five persons will jointly have to earn 16 ¼ d. more per 
week to be equal to a Claytonian. 
Having arrived at the cost of living, as shown above, I give below the wages paid at Clayton for 55 ½ 
hours per week and at Greystone for 56 hours. 

 
 
When the extra cost of living is taken into consideration with the high wages received, can the 
Greystone workingmenôs oft-repeated assertion be questioned, viz. ïthat they can ñsave more in 
America than they could earn in Englandò?.... 
I know it is most difficult for anyone who has not visited the States to realize how well off the working 
classes are out there. A family who lived in very straightened circumstances in Bradford went to 
America, and at Greystone mills, earned £17 9s. 4d per week. I have never I have never known a 
workingman return to live in England except for family reasons, poor health, homesickness, or through 
being a wastrel. Even then, I doubt if a percent returné. 
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Alfred Craven (1873-1929). Perhaps taken in 1909 at the time of his marriage. 

 
 
Of Alfred and his 6 siblings, here is what we know: 
 

1. Arthur (born 1871) married Hester Doncaster (also born 1871 in Bradford) in 1896, 
was a blacksmith and farrier, and had one child, a son named Harry (born 1898). 
The 1901 and 1911 census records listed the three of them in Horton, Bradford. 
Harry was working as a spinner at age 13, married Alice Mais in 1921, and was 
childless, but was still alive and part of the reunion when my parents visited 
England in 1956. 
 

2. Alfred (1873 - 1929) and wife Jane Brook Craven had one child, Frank.  
 

3. Joseph (born 1880) married Clara Bullock in 1899. In1901, he was living at home, 
sans Clara, and working as a stone mason. In 1911, he and Clara were in 
Thornton, Yorkshire: Joe a stonemason and Clara a worsted setter. They had no 
children. The FreeBMD database shows a Joseph Craven, age 44, who died in the 
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Bradford District in 1925, who may have been our uncle Joe. 
 

4. Charles (1882 - 1965). In 1901, Charles was listed as a ñjoinerò (= carpenter or 
woodworker) in the British census, and he worked as a carpenter all his life. He 
moved to New Zealand about 1903, following cousins 19 who may have been 
sheep ranchers on the Ngnamatea Station in Taihape, in the Hawkes Bay area of 
the North Island.  
 
Charles returned to England after 10 years in NZ, to see his parents. (Zechariah 
died in March 1912, so perhaps the trip followed his fatherôs death.) He found 
Yorkshire no longer to his liking, and returned to NZ in November 1914, literally 
hearing the war guns from France as he left England, and meeting his future wife, 
Minnie Parkin on the ship. (Minnieôs father and brother had preceded the Parkin 
women to NZ by 2 years.) In 1916, he was enumerated in army reserve lists, 
which was more like a list of those they MIGHT call up. But Charlie was a Quaker, 
like his brother Jack, and probably would not have served. In addition, he had 
weakened lungs from influenza and did not pass the physical to serve in the war, 
according to one of his daughters. 
 
Charles and Minnie married in 1916.  
 

 
 

Charles and Minnie Craven at the wedding of one of their daughters, 1947 
(Photo courtesy of Ian Craven) 

 

 
The couple lived in the Waipukurau region until their first child, Jack, was born 
when they relocated to Whangarei, where the Parkins farmed and Charles built a 
home for his family at what is now 42 Otaika Road. 
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The house at 42 Otaika Road, Whangarei, New Zealand, hand-built by Charles Craven. 
(Photo courtesy of Ian Craven) 

 
Charles died in 1965 and Minnie the following year, survived by their four children:    
Jack (1917 ï 1990) and wife Gwendoline had two sons and two daughters;  
Charles Norman (1921 ï 1986) and June had one son and three daughters;  
Gladys (1919 ï 2000) never married; and  
Florence (1924 -   ) married Edwin John Patton and had two sons and a daughter.  
 
 

 

 
 

Jack (left) and Charles Norman (right) Craven 
(Photo courtesy of Ian Craven) 
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5. Annie (born 1885) married Leonhard Brooke in June 1905 and had one son who 
lived to adulthood, Charles. Leonhard Brooke, arrived in the U.S. in October 1906, 
headed, according to the shipôs manifest, to brother-in-law (Alfred) in Sanford, ME. 
Leonhardôs occupation was wool sorter. Leonhard did not stay in Maine long, 
because when, Annie and young Charlie arrived in 1907, they were headed to 
Holyoke MA (per the shipôs manifest). When Leonhard returned from a trip to 
England in November 1909, he was heading for Lawrence, MA, another textile 
center.  
 
The 1910 census placed Leonhard and Annie with two sons (John having been 
born in Mass in 1909) in Holyoke Ward 7, Hampden, Massachusetts. According to 
Ann Brooke Miller, Leonhard is buried in Holyoke. I have found one death record 
(Holyoke, June 1910) that might be Leonhardôs, although the details do not all 
match up perfectly with known information about Leonhard; the death of that 
Leonhard, also a wool sorter, resulted from pulmonary tuberculosis. It is not known 
when or where the younger son died, in fact Ann Brooke Miller had not known of 
his existence. So we know only that John D. Brooke died between 1910 and 1911. 
 
Annie returned to England and lived her life there, raising her remaining son. She 
and Charles were living with her parents, Zechariah and Elizabeth, in the census 
of 1911 and Annie was working as a dress goods weaver. Son Charlie became a 
C.P.A., married Anne Illingworth and raised two children, Ann (adopted) and John 
Brooke who grew up in Blackpool, Lancashire where Charlie had his accounting 
firm. Charlie died about 1965 and Annie sometime after 1981. 
 

 
 

Frank T. Craven (left) and Charles Brooke (right), 1961. First cousins. Everyone exclaimed how 
much alike they looked. Was it just (what we now call) the ñCraven headò shape?? 

 
 

6. Alice (born 1887) did not marry. She died at the age of 63, about 1950. 
 

7. John (ñJackò born 1890) married Louisa Jagger in 1918, but was childless. Jack, a 
Quaker, registered as a conscientious objector in WWI and for that reason, no one 
would give him a job for the rest of his life. They survived on the income from 
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ñLouieò teaching piano. Jack died between 1961 and 1968, Louie some years 
later. 

 
 

Jack Craven, date unknown. (Photo courtesy of Ann Brooke Miller) 
 

 
There will be more on Alfred later on, Meanwhile, letôs examine Alfredôs wife Jane 
Brookôs lineageééé. 
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The Brook Lineage: 
 
Jane Brook, my paternal grandmother (1878 - 1955), was the youngest of three children 
of Isaac Brook (b. 1829 ï 1903) and Sarah Anne Gough Brook (b. 1838 ï 1907):  
 

o Emily (b. 1866),  
o Thomas (b. 1877 ï after 1930) and  
o Jane (b. 1878 - 1955), 

 
in Bradford, Yorkshire. She was seemingly named for her paternal grandmother. Here is 
her lineage: 
 

 John Brook (1790 ï after 1851) married Jane ?? (1790 ï after 1851). 
(Unfortunately the U.K database of vital records I have been using does not reach back 
before 1837 to help me with their marriage date or her surname.)  They had five children, 
all of whom worked in the Bradford mills during the industrial boom of that city and in the 
Great Horton area, and one of whom (Adah) may have married or died between 1841 
and 1851 (although FreeBMD.org does not show a death in that period in the West 
Riding of Yorkshire) -- 30% of the children of textile workers in Bradford died before the 
age of 15 20. The family was listed in British census records thusly: 
 
In 1841, John and Jane (both 50) at 8 Paradise Green, Horton, Bradford; John, Jane, 
Sarah (25) and Thomas (15) were all listed as stuff weavers, Hannah (15) and Adah (13) 
were power weavers (meaning they worked the powerlooms in the factories), Isaac (12) 
was a dyer; living in Paradise Green, Horton, Bradford. They may have known the 
Cravens when they lived in that area of Horton.  
 
By that date, Sarah had apparently been married, to a man named Holdsworth, the same 
name as their next-door neighbors on Paradise Green. She and her 5-yr-old daughter 
were living with her parents. Was she perhaps married to neighbor John, who was the 
same age as she? The British vital records at BMD.org do not start until 1837, so they 
may have married before then ï if Hannah was born in 1836. Was she already a widow? 
Had she not married at all and just taken the name of her daughterôs father? 
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Portion of 1841 census page for Paradise Green, Horton, Bradford, Yorkshire, England. 
 
In 1851, John (61) was a cotton warpdresser, Jane (61) was not working, Sarah 
Holdsworth (35) and sister Hannah (25) were worsted powerloom weavers. Young 
women in this society tended to work well into adulthood in order to continue to have 
some financial income; marriage did not occur until an agreed-upon pregnancy 
occurred between two people 21. (For more on this topic, see Appendix A). Isaac (22) 
was a cotton warpdresser, still living in Paradise Green, Horton, Bradford. 
 
Sarah was apparently NOT a widow, as in this census, she had TWO daughters. 
Moreover, in the census of 1871, she was living separate from her parents and with 
daughter Hannah and a son Castor. In no census, however, does she appear to be 
living with the father of her children. 
 
I havenôt found any records of John and Jane after 1851. FreeBMD.org shows John 
and Jane Brook deaths in Bradford in almost every year from 1851 forward, and 
since ages of the deceased were not provided in those records until 1866, any of 
them could have been ñourò John or Jane Brook. After 1866, there arenôt any 
registrations from Bradford of people old enough to be these people, assuming ages 
were correctly reported. So I assume they died between 1851 and 1866. 
 
John and Janeôs son and daughter Thomas and Hannah Brook? Well, there were just 
too many Thomas Brooks and Hannah Brooks in Bradford in that era to be sure 
which is which. But perhaps ñourò Thomas married Suzanna and stayed in the area, 
Manningham. It is difficult to tell.  
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Of Adah, it seems unlikely she just moved out on her own when her older sister was 
staying at home after having children. She may have died before the next census 
was taken; she may have married. There is only one record of an Ada Brook, a death 
in Halifax, Yorkshire in 1887.  

 
 
 

 
 

Panorama view of wide street (=òGreenò?) area nearby the Paradise Green Post office, Horton, Bradford, 
Yorkshire, England. Now considered Clayton St. (Google maps street view) 

 
 

 Isaac Brook (1829 - 1903) married Sarah Anne Gough (1838 ï 1907).  
Here are some census records for Isaac and family: In 1861, unmarried Isaac (32) was 
working as a cotton warpdresser and was a lodger at 14 Greenfield Lane in Horton, 
Bradford, Yorkshire. 

 

 
 

One block of period houses still remaining on Greenfield Lane, Horton,  
Bradford, Yorkshire, England. (Google maps street view) 
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In 1871, Isaac (40) was a cotton warpdresser, wife Sarah Anne Gough Brook (32) was a 
worsted weaver, and daughter Emily (5) was a scholar, at 152 High St, in Horton 
Bradford. 

 

 
 

Some period houses on High Street, Horton, Bradford, Yorkshire, England.  
(Google maps street view) 

 
 

In 1881, Isaac (52) was a cotton warpdresser, Sarah (43) was not working, and daughter 
Emily (15) was a worsted weaver, at 19 Livingstone St. in Horton, Bradford 22. 
 
In 1891, Isaac (61) was a cotton warpdresser, Sarah (53) was not working, with Emily 
(25) a worsted weaver, Thomas (14) and Jane (13) spinners; at 19 Livingstone St. in 
Horton Bradford. 

 

 
 

Portion of 1891 census page for Horton, Bradford, Yorkshire, England. 
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In 1901, Isaac (then 72) was a cotton warpdresser ñOut of employmentò; Sarah (63) was 
not working, Jane (23) a worsted weaver and Thomas (24) a ñclerk in the stuff 
warehouseò, at 19 Livingstone St. in Horton Bradford.  
 
Isaac died in 1903 and Sarah in 1924. 
 

 Jane Brook (1878 - 1955) married Alfred Craven (1873 ï 1929). More about 
Jane belowéé.. 
 

 Frank Tempest Craven (1914 ï 1962) 
 
 
A quick diversion to discuss the Goughsééééé 
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The Goughs: 

Gough Name Meaning 

Welsh: nickname for a red-haired person, from Welsh coch óredô.  
Irish: reduced form of McGough 
(http://www.ancestry.com/facts/Gough-family-history-uk.ashx) 

--- 

McGough Name Meaning  

Irish: Anglicized form of Gaelic Mag Eochadha, a patronymic from the personal name Eochaidh, 
variant Eachaidh, óhorsemanô, a derivative of each óhorseô.  
(http://www.ancestry.com/facts/McGough-family-history-uk.ashx) 
 

 

 Thomas Gough (1802 - 1869) married Susanna ?? (?? ï d bet 1851-1861).  
Sarah Anne Gough was one of four children born to Thomas Gough (b. 1802 in Ireland) 
and his wife Susanna. Thomas was in Yorkshire by 1834 when his first child was born 
(OPD), most likely lured by the steady work associated by the woolen mills there. He and 
his mother Sarah, wife Susanna and three daughters were living on High St., Horton in 
1841; he and the four children (sans Sarah and Susanna who must have both died 
between 1841 and 1861) were living at 14 High St, Great Horton, Bradford in 1861. 
Thomas worked as a tailor in 1841; and in the cotton mill in 1861, as did all the children 
(ages 15-27). FreeBMD.org shows only one Caroline Gough death in the West Riding of 
Yorkshire between 1845 and 1861, that in June 1855 in Sheffield, Yorkshire. So it may 
be thatôs where the family was living at that time. 
 
 

 
 

Portion of 1861 census page for High St., Great Horton, Bradford, Yorkshire, England. 
 
 
Son Enoch Gough (1846-1917): In 1871 and 1881 the British census lists Enoch and 
wife Mary Maria Naylor Gough (married 1869) in Great Horton, with no children, working 
as worsted weaver and warehouseman. In 1891, Enoch alone was a lodger in Great 
Horton but still working as a stuff weaver. He lived until 1917. 
 
Elizabeth Gough was living with her sister Harriet in Horton in 1871, father Thomas 
having died in 1869. Elizabeth married in 1873; the census recorded her in Horton with 
husband Wesley Ramsden, a warp dresser, and four children in 1881 (only one of whom 

http://www.ancestry.com/facts/Gough-family-history-uk.ashx
http://www.ancestry.com/facts/McGough-family-history-uk.ashx
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would have been of the correct age to be her biological child, Maria); with husband and 
Maria in Halifax Yorkshire in 1891. In 1901, she was living with Maria and her family in 
Halifax (Mariaôs husband Wilson Feather and two daughters). No death date has been 
found for Wesley, but Elizabeth died in1905. 
 
After living with her sister Elizabeth, circa 1871, Harriet Gough married Robert Dawson, 
a builder/contractor with two children from an earlier marriage; we found the couple 
together in each of the 1881 and 1891 census records. We are not sure how long Robert 
lived, but Harriet died in March1901. What makes Harriet of interest to me is her step-
daughter Mary Anneôs daughter was Edith (Dawson) Nicholson Crowther, whom we met 
in Yorkshire in the 1960ôs, along with her son David.  
 
Harrietôs step-son, William S. Dawson came to the U.S in 1908 and was listed in the 
1910 census as living in Providence R.I., Ward 4. He was listed as a builder in 1910 (his 
wife Jessie as proprietor of a boarding house) at 129 Weybosset St; in 1920 as 
ñproprietor of a hotelò in another building on the same street; and 1.5 miles away at 130 
Moore St. in 1930. William was a first (step) cousin to Jane and Thomas Brook. When he 
arrived, the shipôs manifest did not need to list a person he knew in the U.S. But his 
residence in Providence, R.I seems coincidental with both his step-cousins in R.I. as 
well. 
 

 Sarah Anne Gough (1838 ï 1907) married Isaac Brook (1829 - 1903). Sarah 
Anne did not marry Isaac until at least age 23. 
 

 Jane Brook (1878-1955) married Alfred Craven (1873 ï 1929). 
 

 Frank Tempest Craven (1914 ï 1962) 
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Jane Brook and Siblings 
 
As we saw above, Jane was working in the mill by the time she was 13 years old. The 
family was living on Livingstone St. in Horton, the street name for which is no longer in 
the Goggle maps database, at least not in Horton. We have only three photographs of 
her, the better 2 of which appear later in this document and in Chapter 7. 
 
Janeôs much older sister Emily married Henry Tempest, in about 1892. Henry followed 
his father, Duroc (also found spelled Derroe, Durick, Ducroc) Tempest into the Bradford 
mills by the time he was 18, as Duroc had done before him, his father Abraham Tempest 
having been a dyer 23. In 1901, the Henry Tempest family appeared in the British census 
for Manningham, on the north side of Bradford. Henry was a stuff warehousemen; Emily, 
with daughters Lily and Minnie (age 7 and 5), was not working, as was the custom for 
wives. He also had one child who died. In 1911, the family was living at 19 Livingstone 
St, Great Horton, so apparently in the intervening 10 years, the family moved in with 
Isaac and Sarah Anne, and then stayed there. Lily and Minnie, neither of whom married, 
were beloved ñauntsò to all of us until their deaths in the 1970ôs. 24 
 
 

 
 

Lily Tempest, Frank Tempest Craven, and Minnie Tempest, 1962 
I see a strong resemblance between Frank and Lily!! 

 
 
Tempest is an historic name in the Clayton/Horton area 25, which may explain Janeôs 
reasoning for saddling Frank with this heavy middle name, which was not actually from 
Frankôs family; it was his uncle-by-marriageôs name.  
 
Unknown to us before this research: Janeôs brother Thomas Brook may have been the 
first of the Brooks to immigrate to the US, arriving in 1903 (per his application for US 
passport and census records). We do not have the shipôs manifest and so cannot say 
where he was headed in the US or whom he knew here 26. His wife-to-be Ethel M. Gill 
arrived in the US in October 1904, headed to her ñfriend T. Brookò in Jersey City, NJ!! By 
the time the 1905 R.I. state census was taken, Thomas was listed as married, so it is 
safe to assume he and Ethel were engaged before he left England. 
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Thomas Brookôs future wife, Ethel Gillôs, arrival in the US from England, unchaperoned, 1904.  
The person listed under ñWhether going to join a relative or friend, and if so, what relative or 

friend, and his name and complete addressò, she listed ñfriend T. Brookò. 
List or Manifest of Alien Passengers for the U.S. Immigration Officer at Port of Arrival, 

S.S. Lucania, Liverpool to New York, 15 October, 1904, detail. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thomas Brookeôs   
passport application photo, 1924 

 
 
When Jane arrived in April 1906 aboard the ship ñSaxoniaò, her US contact was brother 
Thomas in Greystone R.I. When she returned to the U.S. in 1907, aboard the same ship, 
she listed Thomas as her contact in ñGranitevilleò (MA or R.I.?) 27. The Rhode Island 
State Census places Thomas in Greystone, R.I. as early as 1904, so we wonder if he 
moved to Graniteville and back to Greystone later or Jane just got it wrong. (See 
Appendix A for the timing of initial set up of Greystone operations in 1904 and then full 
mill operation in 1906.) 
 
In 1910, the Thomas Brooks were living around the corner from Alfred and Jane in North 
Providence, RI.  
 
Now about Jane: I found two passenger lists containing Janeôs name in the early 1900ôs. 
She first arrived in the U.S in April 1906, destination Centerdale, Rhode Island (a 
neighborhood of Greystone). She listed her occupation as ñwoolen weaverò and her 
brother Thomas in Greystone R.I. as her contact. 
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List or Manifest of Alien Passengers for the U.S. Immigration Officer at Port of Arrival, 
S.S. Saxonia, Liverpool to Boston, April 26, 1906, detail. 

 
 
In September 1907, Jane returned to the U.S., presumably after a visit home, probably 
because her mother was dying or had died. On this passenger manifest, she is listed as 
a ñdomesticò and her contact in the U.S. was Thomas in Graniteville. She was listed on a 
line adjacent Alfredôs sister Annie Craven Brooke and toddler Charles Brooke 28, her 
future sister-in-law and nephew.  
 
 

 
 

List or Manifest of Alien Passengers for the U.S. Immigration Officer at Port of Arrival, 
S.S. Saxonia, Liverpool to Boston, September 17, 1907, detail. 

 
Were Alfred and Jane acquainted before they left England? This fits with Jane 
(apparently) traveling with Annie Craven Brooke. However, the three-year lag between 
Janeôs first arrival and their marriage belies that. Why would she have been traveling with 
Annie and Charlie Craven? Possibly the two women were not traveling together, but their 
similar names were listed together on the shipôs manifest page, which was in alphabetical 
order. 
 
My current hypothesis is that Jane came to work in the U.S., after her father died and 
sister Emily and family had moved in to care for their mother. Jane went to wherever her 
brother Thomas was -- in Greystone, R.I. She apparently went home to visit within a year 
or so -- her mother died in March of 1907 -- returning in Sept 1907 to Graniteville. 
Perhaps because their names were so similar, Jane Brook and Annie Craven Brooke met 
on the ship and then Alfred and Jane were introduced when Leonhard met his wife and 
Alfred met his sister Annie at the dock? Or it was a coincidence that Jane and Annie were 
on the same ship and that Alfred and Jane found themselves both working in Greystone, 
R.I.? That is a mystery for which we have no clear answer. 
 
All conjecture aside, what is clear is that Alfred and Jane both hailed from multiple 
generations of mill workers in a densely populated industrial area southwest of Bradford 
England. In some cases, the Brooks or Goughs lived very close by the Kitchings or 
Cravens. And they may have worked side-by-side in one of the areaôs many mills or 



Chapter 1: page 29 

worshipped together in the parish or non-conformist church or meeting house. There is 
ample reason to believe that the Cravens and the Brooks may have met one other in late 
nineteenth century and the first decade of twentieth century Yorkshire. On the other 
hand, the population of Bradford sky-rocketed from 16,000 to population of 182,000 
between 1800 and 1850 29, so who knows? 
 
 

 
 

Current map of Bradford,Yorkshire, England.  
Pin A is on Nab End, Clayton; Pin B at Back Fold, Clayton;  

Pin C is the Paradise Green Post office.;  
Pin D is at 4 Lidget Place; Pin E is at 134 Lidget;  

Pin F may be the position of High St;  
Pin G is Greenfield Lane, Great Horton. Pin H is Listerhills 

Note the scale ï this is not a large area! (Google maps)
  

See endnote about the town designations 
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The Craven/Brook immigration timeline (the people we know of!): 
 
1903: Watkins/ Kitchings/ Farrands arrived in Maine, U.S. 
1903: Janeôs brother Thomas Brook arrived USA. 
1905: Alfred Craven arrived USA, headed to Springvale-Sanford 31, Maine 
1906: Alfredôs brother-in-law Leonhard Brooke arrived USA. 
1906: Jane Brook arrived to join her brother Thomas in Greystone, R.I. 
1907 September: Jane Brook returned from England, and Alfredôs sister, Annie Craven 
Brooke, arrived in the USA. 
1908: William S. Dawson (Janeôs step-cousin) immigrated to R.I. 
1909 March 20: Alfred and Jane married in North Providence, R.I. 
1909 November: Leonhard returned from visit to England visit. 
1910: Alfred and Jane censused in North Providence, RI, as did Thomas and Ethel 
Brook.  
1910: September 21st, Alfred and brother-in-law Thomas Brook became US citizens. 
1912: Alfred returned from visit to England, without Jane, and returned to Providence. 
 
 

 
 

1977 tree with immigrants circled for clarity 
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Alfred, Jane, and Frank Craven in the USA  
 
We have drawn mostly on ship manifests to list the possible places my grandparents 
lived and worked after arriving in America:  

o Alfred may have worked first in a mill in Springvale-Sanford, Maine,  about 1905. 
o Jane may have worked at the Greystone mill or as a domestic in 1906; then she 

may have worked in Graniteville (RI or MA) around 1907 -- perhaps at the C. G. 
Sargent's Sons or Abbott Worsted Mills 32 in Graniteville MA or at the Anchor 
Inman Mills of the American Woolen Co. 33 in Graniteville RI. This is based only on 
Graniteville (no state) listed on her return manifest in 1907. 

o Alfred and Jane worked in Greystone, North Providence, RI (from 1910 or before, 
to between 1915 and 1918) 

o Then finally, Alfred worked in Philadelphia. 
 

 
 

Left: Sanford Mills, late 1860. Right: Women employees, Sanford Mills, circa 1910 
34

 

 

 

 

 

Old mill buildings extant in Springvale-Sandford, Maine. 
Left: Mill Street, Springvale, ME. Right: River Street, Sanford, ME (Google street view) 
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Alfred, Jane, and Frank in Greystone, Rhode Island 
 
March 20, 1909, Alfred and Jane were married in North Providence, RI by Rev. John 
Singleton, the pastor of the Primitive Methodist Church in Greystone. Most likely, the 
ceremony took place at that church. 
 

 
 

Alfredôs and Janeôs marriage certificate.  
(Incorrectly cited is Janeôs birthplace, which was Bradford.) 
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The Primitive Methodist Church, 1 Oakleigh Avenue, North Providence (Greystone),  
Rhode Island. 

35
  The church was built in 1904: A 1-story, rectangular church building  

with a 3-part steeple tower with a weather vane, remodeled in more- or- less  
Federal style in 1926. The addition dates from 1934. 
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The 1910 federal and 1915 Rhode Island State censuses both documented the couple 
living at 5 Langsberries Avenue in North Providence 37, a short street, one-tenth of a mile 
from the sprawling five-story Greystone Mill on the east bank of the Woonasquatucket 
River. The large mill was built around 1906 by British industrialists, the Joseph Benn Co. 
In 1910, both Alfred and Jane were employed in the woolen mill, as a beamer and 
weaver, respectively. 
 
On the same census page in 1910, residing on an adjacent street, were Janeôs brother 
Thomas Brook and his family, plus Ethel Gill Brookôs brother, Percy Gill. Thomas was a 
bookkeeper in the woolen mill, Percy a machinist in Tool Manufacturing, and they lived at 
25 Greystone Avenue. Thomas was still living at the same address in North Providence 
in the 1915 RI state census, the 1920 federal census, in 1924 when he applied for a 
passport, and in the 1930 federal census ï with Ethel and both children (Edna M. and 
Thomas Earnest) with him. In 1952, Frank T. Craven and Nancy Linn Craven drove Jane 
Brook Craven to visit some of Thomasô family in Rhode Island, at least one son/daughter 
and grandson. Nancy does not think there were any other older people there, so 
probably Janeôs brother and wife had passed away by then. According to Thomasô 
grandson, Thomas bought that house when the mill owners sold them all off, perhaps in 
1938. Daughter Edna and family lived in the other half of the duplex at 25 Greystone 
Ave, inherited the house from Thomas, and after about 1965, Thomasô grandson, Robert 
Liptrot, owned it. Robert also remembers traveling to Philadelphia to visit Ednaôs 
relatives, perhaps in the late 1930ôs or 1940ôs. That would have been the Cravens! 
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There is another Brook, Jona (Jonas) Brook, and his wife on adjoining lines (therefore 
houses) to Alfred and Jane in the 1910 census, at 13 Langsberries Avenue, but we do 
not have any reason to believe that they might be Janeôs relatives, other than the same 
surname. (We find a Jonas Brook, born December 1872 in Bradford, in FreeBMD.org 
records. See more thoughts on his family line in the endnotes. 38 Unless the Brooks, such 
as Isaac and John are also part of that line, and heôs a cousin of some form, I donôt think 
Jonas is a close relation.) 
 
Alfred, along with everyone else listed on the census pages, worked at the ñwoolen millò 
(1910) and the ñmohair millò (1915), Alfred as a ñwarp beamerò in 1915 39. And all of the 
heads of household on this page and many spouses and children were born in England. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Portion of 1915 Rhode Island state census page for North Providence, RI. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LANGSBERRIES AND LARCHMONT AVENUES Row Houses 1904-1910:  
Two streets, no more than two blocks long each lined with several blocks of 10-unit, 2-story row 
houses lining both sides of the street. Each unit is two bays wide with separate entrances with 
simple bracketed doorways. They were built to house mill hands and wool sorters, according to 

the 1910 city directory. This picture of Langsberries, 1908. 
40
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Greystone Ave. Mill Houses built abt.1904: residential; 2½-story, 2-family houses with gable roofs and 
two interior chimneys line both sides of the street. Thomas Brookôs house would have been the second 

on the left, #25. (Google street view) It is now part of the Greystone Historic District which includes 
industrial buildings and historic housing on Waterman Avenue, Greystone Avenue, Beckside Road, 

Oakleigh Avenue, Langsberries Avenue and Larchmont Avenue. 
 
 

 

 
 

Satellite image of Greystone, North Providence, RI.  
Pin A: Alfred and Janeôs row house at 5 Langsberries Avenue.  
Pin B: Thomas Brookôs frame house at 25 Greystone Ave.  

Pin C: Primitive Methodist Church, 1 Oakleigh Avenue. 
Pin D: Greystone Mill, the long narrow pale gray shape. (Google maps satellite view) 
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The 700ô-long Greystone Mill, renovated in recent years into upscale apartments. 
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In historical accounts of this era, it is frequently stressed that experienced mill workers 
were recruited from England to work in the US. This was especially true in the case of 
the Greystone Mill in Rhode Island. (Read more about all this in Appendix A.) Thomas, 
Alfred, and Leonhard (and others) were enticed to start new lives in the New World, 
most likely because, as we read in the tariff article above, written by one of the Benn 
brothers: they could ñsave more in America than they could earn in Englandò.  
 

Occasionally one or more of them made the voyage home to visit:  
o Jane in 1907;  
o Leonhard in 1909;  
o Thomas Brook in 1924 and his wife and two children in 1911;  
o Alfred in 1912 (a few months before Zechariah died and so probably because his 

father was ill.  We can find no record of Alfred applying for a passport, 
unfortunately, or we might have located another photo of him! 

o Jane and Frank in 1921 (Elizabeth Kitching Craven died in March 1922 so 
because she was ill??); and  

o Thomas in 1924 (per passport application).  
 

And in 1910, both Alfred and his brother-in-law Thomas Brook became U.S. citizens. 
And Father, Frank Tempest Craven, was born to Jane and Alfred in March 1914 in 
Greystone, Rhode Island (North Providence).  
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